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Foreword 

We, the chosen representatives from the Spiritualist Associations of the 

United States, in convention assembled, in order to form a more perfect and 

efficient organization, establish intelligent cooperation, insure harmonious 

action and financial success, provide for the advancement of educational, 

scientific and religious researches, purposes, and enterprises germane to 

the study of the phenomena, the promotion of the science, and the 

promulgation of the philosophy and religion of Spiritualism, and to secure 

the blessings of equal liberty and protection under the law to ourselves and 

our posterity as a people, hereby establish this Constitution for the 

guidance and control of The National Spiritualist Association of the United 

States of America. 

—Preamble to the original NSA Constitution, 1893 

(The Constitution was 

subsequently merged with 

and incorporated in the 

NSAC Bylaws.) 

Published October 2025 
© 2025, National Spiritualist Association of 

Churches 

i



Contents 

NSAC Bylaws  ........................................................................................................ 1 

Article I Name–Initials–Seal .................................................................... 1 

Article II Mission Statement–Principles–Definitions–Healing Prayers ...... 1 

Article III Members  .................................................................................... 4 

Article IV Fees–Dues–Assessments ........................................................... 7 

Article V Officers ..................................................................................  10 

Article VI Board of Trustees ........................................................................ 12 

Article VII Departments .............................................................................. 15 

Article VIII Charters ...................................................................................... 16 

Article IX Legal Incorporation ...................................................................... 19 

Article X Jurisdiction ................................................................................... 20 

Article XI Annual Reports ............................................................................ 21 

Article XII Conventions, Delegates, and Procedures .................................... 22 

Article XIII Certifications and Requirements ................................................. 27 

Article XIV Impeachment .............................................................................. 34 

Article XV Disciplinary Procedures ............................................................... 34 

Article XVI Miscellaneous .............................................................................. 38 

Article XVII Parliamentary Authority .............................................................. 41 

Article XVIII Amendments ............................................................................... 41 

Articles of Incorporation ........................................................................................... 43

Code of Ethics ........................................................................................................... 53

Style Guide ............................................................................................................... 55
Proposed Amendment to Bylaws Form ................................................................... 56

Index ........................................................................................................................ 57

ii 



National Spiritualist Association of Churches 

NSAC Bylaws 
As Adopted November 2, 2023

Article I 
Name-Initials-Seal 

Section 1. Name. 

A. The name of this Hierarchical Religious Society, hereafter called Society, is National

Spiritualist Association of Churches, duly incorporated under the laws of the District of

Columbia by the name of National Spiritualist Association of Churches.

B. Not as part of the name, but as a descriptive phrase, the words of the United States of

America, shall be used in association with the name on all official publications, charters,

certificates and other like papers issued by the Society.

Section 2. Initials.

The initials NSAC shall stand as an abbreviation of the corporate name of this Society. 

Section 3. Seal. 

The Seal of this Society shall be circular in form with a sunflower design in the center, the 

name around the edge, and the phrase, Incorporated 1893, between the name and the 

design. 

Article II 

Mission Statement-Principles-Definitions-Healing Prayers 

Section 1. Mission Statement. 

The object of this society is to effect an organized body of Spiritualists known as the 

National Spiritualist Association of Churches inclusive as churches, existent societies, state 

associations, camps and educational institutions, as well as by chartering new ones, for the 

advancement of those purposes, undertakings and enterprises germane to the study of the 

phenomena, the promotion of the Science, and the promulgation of the Philosophy and 

Religion of Spiritualism. 
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Section 2. Declaration of Principles. 

The following declaration of Principles is published to the world, not as a creed binding on 

the conscience of the individual, but as the consensus of a large majority of the members 

of the NSAC on the fundamental teachings of Spiritualism. The Declaration of Principles 

shall be recited at all devotional services. 

1. We believe in Infinite Intelligence.

2. We believe that the phenomena of nature, both physical and spiritual, are the

expression of Infinite Intelligence.

3. We affirm that a correct understanding of such expression and living in accordance

therewith constitute true religion.

4. We affirm that the existence and personal identity of the individual continue after the

change called death.

5. We affirm that communication with the so-called dead is a fact, scientifically proven by

the phenomena of Spiritualism.

6. We believe that the highest morality is contained in the Golden Rule: “Do unto others

as you would have them do unto you.”

7. We affirm the moral responsibility of individuals, and that we make our own happiness

or unhappiness as we obey or disobey Nature’s physical and spiritual laws.

8. We affirm that the doorway to reformation is never closed against any soul here or

hereafter.

9. We affirm that the Precepts of Prophecy and Healing are divine attributes proven

through mediumship.

Section 3. Simplified Declaration of Principles. 

The following Simplified Declaration of Principles is published for use in the Spiritualist 

Lyceum of this Association. 

1. We believe in God.

2. We believe that God is expressed through all Nature.

3. True religion is living in obedience to Nature’s Laws.

4. We never die.

5. Spiritualism proves that we can talk with people in the Spirit World.

6. Be kind, do good, and others can learn to do likewise.

7. We bring unhappiness to ourselves by the errors we make and we will be happy if we

obey the Laws of Life.

8. Everyday is a new beginning.

9. Prophecy and healing are expressions of God.
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Section 4. Definitions. 

The following definitions are published to the world, not as all-inclusive or all-exclusive, but 

as comprehensive and concise statements having the sanction of this Society for use in 

court and practical affairs: 

A. Spiritualism is the Science, Philosophy, and Religion of continuous life, based upon the

demonstrated fact of communication, by means of Mediumship, with those who live in

the Spirit World.

B. A Spiritualist is one who believes, as the basis of his or her religion, in the

communication between this and the Spirit World by means of Mediumship, and who

endeavors to mold his or her character and conduct in accordance with the highest

teachings derived from such communication.

C. A Medium is one whose organism is sensitive to vibrations from the Spirit World, and

through whose instrumentality intelligences in that world are able to convey messages

and produce the phenomena of Spiritualism.

D. A Spiritualist Healer is one who, either through one’s own inherent power or through

Mediumship, is able to impart vital, curative force to pathologic conditions.

E. The Phenomena of Spiritualism consists of Prophecy, Clairvoyance, Clairaudience,

Clairsentience, Gift of Tongues, Laying on of Hands, Healing Visions, Trance, Apports,

Levitation, Raps, Automatic and Independent Writings and Paintings, Voice,

Materialization, Photography, Psychometry and any other manifestation proving the

Continuity of Life as demonstrated through the Physical and Spiritual senses and

faculties of humanity.

Section 5. Aspects of Spiritualism.

A. Spiritualism is a Science because it investigates, analyzes, and classifies facts and

manifestations demonstrated from the spirit side of life.

B. Spiritualism is a Philosophy because it studies the Laws of Nature both on the seen and

unseen sides of life and bases its conclusions upon present observed facts. It accepts

statements of observed facts of past ages and conclusions drawn therefrom, when

sustained by reason and by results of observed facts of the present day.

C. Spiritualism is a Religion because it strives to understand and to comply with the

Physical, Mental, and Spiritual Laws of Nature, which are the Laws of God.

Section 6. Prayer for Spiritual Healing. 

The following is for use at all public services: 

I ask the Great Unseen Healing Force 
To remove all obstructions from my mind and body 
And to restore me to perfect health. I ask this in all sincerity and honesty 
And I will do my part. 
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I ask this Great Unseen Healing Force to help both present and absent ones 
Who are in need of help, 
And to restore them to perfect health 
I put my trust in the love and power of God. 

Section 7. Children’s Healing Prayer. 

The following is for use at all Children’s Lyceums: 

I ask God’s Healing Power to make me whole and well. 
I know that I work with God,  
Through my thoughts and actions  
To make this healing happen. 

I ask God’s Healing Power to heal other people 
Near and far away. 
I trust that God will answer this healing prayer. 

Article III 
Members 

Section 1. Constituent Units. 

The membership of this Hierarchical Religious Society shall consist of its chartered 

churches, state associations, camps, and educational institutions of the United States and 

Canada, and Individual Members of the NSAC. 

Section 2. Membership Criteria. 

A person may become a member of a chartered auxiliary or an Individual Member of the 

NSAC who: 

A. Is at least eighteen (18) years of age.

B. Is recommended by a member of the Society.

C. Declares his/her acceptance and belief in the Science, Philosophy, and Religion of

Modern Spiritualism.

D. Subscribes to the Declaration of Principles and the Bylaws.

E. Acknowledges proof of the continuity of life through satisfactory demonstration.

F. Completes and signs an application form prescribed by the NSAC Board of Trustees.

Section 3. Junior Membership. 

A person may become a junior member of a chartered auxiliary who: 

A. Is thirteen (13) through seventeen (17) years of age.

B. Has the permission of parent(s) or legal guardian.
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C. Is recommended by a member of the Society.

D. Completes and signs an application form prescribed by the NSAC.

A junior member shall have the right to attend membership meetings with voice, but shall 

not have the right to vote or hold office. Junior members are not to be added to the 

membership list of the auxiliary and do not pay assessment. 

Section 4. Chartered Auxiliary Societies. 

Chartered auxiliary societies of the NSAC may be any state association, church, camp, or 

educational society composed of persons meeting the membership requirements who 

have complied with the requirements for charter as established by the NSAC Board of

Trustees and have been granted a NSAC charter. 

Section 5. NSAC Individual Membership. 

Direct Individual Membership in the NSAC may be held by a person meeting the 

membership criteria who has a physical inability to attend a chartered church society, or for 

other special reasons as determined by the Board of Trustees. Upon receipt of application, 

payment of the required membership fee and an acceptable explanation, the NSAC Board 

of Trustees may grant Individual membership in the NSAC Executive Church. Individual 

members may apply for credentials by following the procedures for that certificate. 

Section 6. NSAC Individual Student Membership. 

For no more than five (5) years, Direct Individual Student Membership in the NSAC may be 

held by a person meeting the membership criteria who is: 

A. Unable to hold membership in a church society due to distance from a church society

and/or finding a church who will accept membership due to distance.

B. A currently enrolled student of age eighteen (18) in one or more of the approved NSAC

educational correspondence courses.

Upon receipt of application, payment of the required student membership fee, and an 

acceptable explanation, the NSAC Board of Trustees may grant NSAC Individual Student 

Membership with the following stipulations: 

A. Quarterly reports shall be made concerning the person’s activities related to the

Student Membership.

B. Submits a minimum of one (1) lesson per quarter to maintain student status.

Section 7. Definition of Member in Good Standing. 

A member in good standing is defined as being a member of the society (chartered church, 

state association, or an NSAC Individual Member) for a period of at least three (3) months 

with any required dues, fees, or assessments of the society being current. 
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Section 8. Membership Requirements/Limitations. 

A. Membership in a chartered church society is effective upon majority approval of the

board of trustees, or membership in a duly called board or membership meeting.

B. If an applicant to a chartered church society previously has been a member of the NSAC

and membership has lapsed for a time period of two years or more, the membership

application shall be submitted to the NSAC Board of Trustees for review and approval

prior to any action by a chartered church society. The NSAC Board of Trustees, by a two-

thirds (2/3) vote, may reinstate members who have been expelled by the Disciplinary

Procedures.

C. No member of a chartered church society, individual member of a state association, or

NSAC Individual Membership shall be allowed to vote on questions before such society,

or be allowed to hold office until the person has been a member in good standing for at

least three (3) months immediately preceding the date of voting.

D. An individual shall not hold membership in more than one society affiliated directly or

indirectly with the NSAC with the exception of camp associations, state associations,

Lyceums, service clubs, and educational auxiliaries.

E. No chartered church society, state association, or educational society, shall permit in its

own articles of incorporation, bylaws, or standing rules, recognition as a member an

individual holding membership in any other religious denomination. Such an individual

shall be considered to be in dual membership.

F. An individual shall be considered to be in dual membership if the person:

(1) Holds credentials and/or membership in any church or religious organization other than

NSAC, which issued credentials for, or comparable to, Ordination, Licentiate Minister,

Certified Medium, Commissioned Spiritualist Healer, or the National Spiritualist Teacher

Degree.

(2) Hold membership in more than one NSAC church society.

G. An individual found to be in dual membership as set forth in Article III, Section 8E and/or

8F, shall be informed that they are in violation of the NSAC Bylaws and shall be given the

opportunity to surrender their credentials and/or membership in the alternative

organization in order to retain their NSAC membership.

H. The board of trustees and the executive board (or committee) of any camp auxiliary

holding charter with the NSAC shall be comprised of Spiritualists who are members in

good standing of a Spiritualist church society.

I. NSAC members are prohibited from using fortune telling cards, crystals, crystal balls,

Ouija board, tea leaves, palmistry, or other means that may be named by the NSAC

Board while acting in their capacities as NSAC members as these practices do not prove

the continuity of life.

J. NSAC camps and churches may offer classes, workshops and seminars for comparative

purposes, informational and educational presentations/materials.
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Section 9. 

For transfer to another NSAC church society, a uniform Transfer form is provided by the 

NSAC office for use. No other form of transfer shall be recognized by NSAC auxiliaries. 

A. The request for a transfer shall be in writing to the church secretary. Prior to or at the

time the request is made, any and all property of the church, inclusive but not limited to

keys, records, supplies, or any other property of the church, is to be returned to a

current member of its Board.

B. Once a request for transfer has been received, if all dues are current and all property of

the church has been returned, the church secretary shall immediately issue the transfer

and record this action in the minutes of the next church board meeting.

C. To be eligible for transfer of membership the person shall be a member in good standing

of the original church society and the form issued is valid for ninety (90) days from the

date of issue. If the transfer is not used within (90) days, or the person is not re accepted

by the issuing church NSAC membership ceases.

D. For the purpose of transfer, if the person is delinquent in dues all dues must be brought

current before issuance of the transfer form.

E. A person holding any certification shall be a member in good standing in the church

society of origin to receive a transfer. All certificates then held shall be recognized during

the valid period of the form.

F. Before the ninety (90) days valid period of the transfer has expired, the issuing church

society may reconsider the person’s membership and the person shall be advised in

writing of the decision.

G. No NSAC church society is required to accept into membership a member transferring

from any other church society and the person shall be advised in writing of the decision.

Article IV 

Fees-Dues-Assessments 

Section 1. 

This Society shall establish appropriate fees for charters, commissions, certificates and 

diplomas, due from auxiliaries where applicable, per capita assessments on membership, 

and when and under what conditions, such fees, dues and assessments may be exempted 

or abated. 
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Section 2. 

Under extenuating circumstances, the Board of Trustees may exempt, or abate such fees, 

dues, and assessments as deemed appropriate. 

Section 3. Charter Application. 

Chartered Application fee shall be as follows: 

A. One hundred fifty dollars ($150) from a chartered church to a state association to be

forwarded with application to the NSAC.

B. One hundred fifty dollars ($150) to the NSAC for church society chartered direct to the

NSAC.

Section 4. Annual Charter Fee. 

Annual Charter Fee for each auxiliary chartered church society by the NSAC one hundred 

dollars ($100), submitted with the Annual Report postmarked no later than August 31 each 

year. 

Section 5. Annual Per Capita Assessment. 

Annually, twenty dollars ($20) per capita assessment for each member in good standing in 

each church society, and each individual member of state associations, submitted with the 

Annual Report postmarked no later than August 31 each year. 

Section 6. NSAC Individual Membership. 

Annually, three hundred thirty dollars ($330) for each NSAC Direct Individual Member. Dues 

shall be submitted to the NSAC Office by July 1 each year. 

Section 7. NSAC Individual Student Membership. 

Annually, one hundred thirty dollars ($130) for each NSAC Direct Individual Student 

Member. Dues shall be submitted to the NSAC Headquarters by July 1 each year. 

Section 8. Application Fee for Certificate. 

Application fee shall be one hundred dollars ($100) for each certificate and commission for 

Licentiate Minister, Certified Medium, and/or Commissioned Spiritualist Healer. Application 

fee shall be one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125) for each certificate and commission for 

Ordination. Application fee shall be one hundred thirty dollars ($130) for each certificate 

and commission for National Spiritualist Teacher degree. 

Section 9. Annual Registration Fee for Ordained Minister. 

Annually, an Ordained Minister shall submit with the Ordained Minister’s Annual Report: 
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A. Under the jurisdiction of a state association, or a direct-charter society, one hundred

fifteen dollars ($115) payable by December 1 of each year.

B. The state association or direct-chartered church society collecting the fees will retain

ten dollars ($10) and forward one hundred five dollars ($105) to the NSAC Secretary

postmarked no later than December 31 of each year.

Section 10. Certificates, Degrees, and Commissions held by Ordained Minister. 

All certificates, degrees, and commissions held by an Ordained Minister shall be considered 

permanent and exempt and having no annual renewal fees during the validity of the 

Ordination with the NSAC if: 

A. The annual Registration Fee for Ordained Minister is paid.

B. Membership in good standing in a church society is maintained.

Section 11. Renewal Fee for Licentiate Minister, Certified Medium, or Commissioned 

Spiritualist Healer. 

Annually Licentiate Minister, Certified Medium, or Commissioned Spiritualist Healer shall 

submit: 

A. Under the jurisdiction of a state association, or a direct charter church society thirty-five

dollars ($35) for each certificate.

B. The state association or the direct-chartered church society collecting the fees will retain

five dollars ($5) for each certificate, and forward thirty dollars ($30) for each certificate

to the NSAC Secretary postmarked no later than December 31 of each year.

Section 12. Nonpayment. 

Unless exempt, nonpayment of the required Annual Certificate Registration fees for three 

(3), or more, years shall cause revocation of said certificate(s)/ordination, and any 

requalification for certification shall be according to current certification requirements, 

reexamination, and payment of three (3) years renewal fees for each certificate, and/or 

ordination. 

Any Ordained Minister, Licentiate Minister, Certified Medium or Commissioned Spiritualist 

Healer shall be eligible to pay one half (½) of the Annual Registration Fee if the person has: 

A. Reached the age of sixty (60) years and has held one (1) or more certificates for twenty

(20) years.

B. Reached the age of sixty-five (65) years and held at least one (1) or more certificates for

twenty (20) years.
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Section 14. 

A state association or a direct chartered church society collecting one-half (½) fees shall 

retain two dollars and fifty ($2.50) for each certificate. 

Section 15. Exemption for Annual Certificate Registration Fee. 

Any Ordained Minister, Licentiate Minister, Certified Medium, or Commissioned Spiritualist 

Healer who has reached the age of seventy (70) years shall be exempt from payment of any 

Annual Certificate Registration Fee. The Ordained Minister shall file an Annual Report with 

the NSAC Secretary, and/or the state association secretary postmarked no later than 

December 1 each year. The Licentiate Minister, Certified Medium or Commissioned 

Spiritualist Healer shall file an annual report with the NSAC Secretary and/or state 

association secretary postmarked no later than December 31 each year. 

Section 16. 

The NST Degree shall not require an annual renewal fee. 

Section 17. 

The NSAC Secretary shall furnish all NSAC-approved blank forms for certificate

applications, ordination, annual reports, etc., and no other forms shall be used. 

Article V 

Officers 

Section 1. Officers. 

The officers of this Religious Hierarchical Society shall be a President, a Vice President, a 

Secretary, and a Treasurer, each of whom shall be ex officio a Trustee. 

Section 2. Election Groups. 

These officers shall be elected, along with five (5) trustees, by a majority vote taken by 

ballot, or voice vote if there is only one nominee, of the delegates at Annual Convention, in 

three (3) groups as follows: President, and two (2) Trustees; Vice President, Secretary, and 

one (1) Trustee; Treasurer and two (2) Trustees. The term of each group is for three (3) 

years or until successors are elected. 
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Section 3. Term of Office. 

The term of office for officers and trustees shall be three (3) years, except as noted in the 

Election Group Schedule. The term shall begin on adjournment of the last business meeting 

of the convention at which they are elected. The immediate past Secretary or Treasurer 

may continue in the employment of the NSAC until completion of the transfer of necessary 

materials, documents and information. Transfer of records shall be completed by all 

officers and trustees within twenty-one (21) days from the expiration of the term of office. 

Section 4. Transfer of Records. 

It shall be the final duty of all outgoing officers and trustees of this Society to deliver all 

records and other Society properties which are in their possession to their successors and 

to give every reasonable assistance to ensure an orderly transition of the office within 

twenty-one (21) days.

Section 5. Duties of Officers. 

A. The President shall:

(1) Preside at all conventions of the Society and meetings of the Board of Trustees.

(2) Have general supervision over the Officers, Trustees, and affairs of the Society.

(3) Appoint standing and special committees as required.

(4) Countersign all charters, certificates, commissions, powers of attorney and all other

papers authorized by the Board of Trustees bearing the seal of the Society.

(5) Countersign all authorizations for payment of bills against the Society, after

authorizations have been endorsed by the Secretary.

(6) Transmit a message to each Annual Convention to cover the activities of his/her

office, review the condition of the status of the Society and make recommendations

for its advancement.

B. The Vice President shall:

(1) Perform all duties of the President in the absence of the President, through death,

removal, or disability of six (6) months duration.

(2) Perform such further duties as the Board of Trustees may require.

C. The Secretary shall:

(1) Have charge of the administrative work at all conventions of the Society and keep

an accurate record of all meetings of the Board of Trustees.

(2) Present a report to each Annual Convention as to the activities of the office of

Secretary, containing details as to membership and the condition of all chartered

auxiliaries, together with recommendations for improving the organization.

(3) Be responsible for the management and operation of the headquarters office.

(4) Prepare and keep on file all records and accounts of the Society.

(5) Attend to the Society’s correspondence and be a custodian of its seal.
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(6) Be responsible for receipt of monies, or evidence of such monies, keeping an 
accurate account for transfer to the Treasurer, or providing the Treasurer with a 
duplicate deposit receipt.

(7) Draw and sign all orders for payment of all bills against the society and present the 
same for the approval to the President.

(8) Be the custodian of all funds, bonds, notes, securities and assets.

(9) Sign and affix the seal to all charters, certificates, commissions, powers of attorney 
and other papers requiring a seal, when authorized by the Board of Trustees.

(10) Give bond for the faithful performance duties in such amount, conditions and 
sureties as the Board of Trustees may direct.

(11) Perform such further duties as said Board of Trustees may require.

D. The Treasurer shall:

(1) Receive all evidence of monies from the Secretary.

(2) Shall give authorization to pay bills against the Society upon review of the
warrants.

(3) Furnish a statement of all accounts on a monthly basis for review of the Board or

whenever requested by the President, or three members of the Board.

(4) Make a full report to each Annual Convention, setting forth the conditions of the

Society’s funds, the nature and extent of investments, income and disbursements.

(5) Give bond for the faithful performance of the duties of the office in such amount,

conditions and sureties as the Board of Trustees may direct.

(6) Perform such further duties as the Board of Trustees may require.

Article VI 

Board of Trustees 

Section 1. Composition. 

The Board of Trustees shall be composed of nine (9) persons elected by the NSAC 

membership through duly seated delegates assembled at an Annual Convention. 

Section 2. Duties. 

The Board of Trustees shall: 

A. Have the general management and control of all the affairs and activities of the Society,

not otherwise provided for by the Bylaws or by vote in convention.

B. Have the authority in the interim between conventions to consider and decide all

questions affecting the advancement of the Cause and to bring and defend actions at

law and in equity in the name of the Society.
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C. Appoint all other officials of this Society, including heads of departments, agents,

representatives, missionaries, etc., whose term of office expires at the close of the

Annual Convention following their appointment, except as otherwise provided in these

Bylaws.

D. Appoint standing or special committees as needed when not appointed by the

President, or established by convention delegates.

E. Establish rules for its own guidance and for the guidance of all appointive officers,

Ordained Ministers, Licentiate Ministers, and all lay ministers.

F. Issue charters to all auxiliary societies and revoke same for cause.

G. Certify and/or commission all approved demonstrators of our phenomena, exponents

of our philosophy and representatives of our organized movement.

H. Establish a general program and order of business for each convention.

I. Sit in a judicial capacity as an appellate court to hear and render a final decision in all

cases on appeal from actions or decisions or societies chartered by this Society.

J. Invest funds in property or securities.

K. Without prior approval of the membership at convention, shall take no action effecting

title to property in which NSAC holds a legal interest, unless failure to take such action

would cause irreparable harm to NSAC, to the auxiliary, or to the subject property.

Prior to taking such action between conventions, the NSAC Board, by majority vote, must 

make a written finding that such action is necessary to avoid irreparable harm. This finding 

by the Board shall be supported by the written legal opinion and Parliamentary opinions of 

the Parliamentarian and the General Counsel retained by the General Membership at the 

previous convention. 

The Board shall also solicit the written opinion of any NSAC member and/or auxiliary 

claiming an equitable or legal interest in the property, and shall include opinions in the 

record of the Board action with Board comments as appropriate. 

NSAC, delegates of the annual convention shall vote to accept or reject the NSAC Board’s 

recommendation for the conveyance of the property. 

L. Establish by vote such endowment funds as seem necessary.

M. Fill all vacancies in the Board of Trustees and in the appointive offices until the next

Annual Convention.

N. Have authority to designate the location of the General Offices and the location of the

archives with the permission of the delegates.

O. Have authority to establish a Spiritualist Historical Museum at a location of its choice.

P. Take no action contrary to or inconsistent with the Bylaws of this Society.

Q. Be thoroughly familiar with these Bylaws and current edition of Roberts Rules of Order

Newly Revised.
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R. Arrange Independent Audits of the NSAC Books as follows: Perform a Review one year

and perform a Compilation the second and third year. Perform a full and independent

external audit upon change of the Treasurer.

Section 3. Communications. 

The Board of Trustees will determine through policy the method of communications for use 

to conduct the business of the organization. Any document requiring signatures must be 

dated, signed, and posted by fax, postal mail or sent electronically. Electronic signatures are 

permitted. 

Section 4. Quorum. 

Five (5) members of the Board of Trustees shall constitute a quorum. Five (5) members 

must concur in every act of the Board of Trustees. 

Section 5. Meetings. 

The Board of Trustees shall hold at least two meetings annually in person or by electronic 

means to be called by the President. Once during the month of March or April, and one 

within the ten days prior to the Annual Convention of this Society. 

Section 6. Voting Between Meetings. 

The Board of Trustees may act between meetings on all matters submitted to it from 

President or Secretary. Each member voting in the space provided on the ballot to assent 

or dissent, and giving briefly his/her reasons therefore. Action may also be taken by

prearranged conference call by telephone or any electronic means, providing all Trustees 

have been notified at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance and a quorum is present on 

the conference call. The President or Secretary may conduct telephone polls to be ratified 

by a written vote. 

Section 7. Board Voice. 

Members of the Board of Trustees shall have the right to speak on any question affecting 

this Society, its Bylaws and procedures or practices at all conventions and meetings of the 

auxiliaries of this Society, or societies chartered by this Society. 
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Article VII 

Departments 

Section 1. Purpose. 

In order to more effectively pursue its object, this Society shall from time to time, by vote in 

convention, establish Departments for the purpose of carrying on its activities. 

Section 2. Composition. 

The head of a Department shall be known as its Director and shall be appointed for a term 

of three (3) years by the Board of Trustees. Term shall be effective at the close of the 

Annual Convention and shall expire at the close of the Annual Convention three (3) years 

following the appointment. The Director shall have the authority to appoint assistants. 

Section 3. Reporting Activity. 

The work of the Departments shall be conducted in accordance with general instructions 

and advice from the Board of Trustees. The Directors shall submit before each Annual 

Convention or upon request by the Board of Trustees a written activity and financial report 

concerning the affairs of the Department for the current year postmarked no later than 

August 31. Such reports shall be made a part of the permanent records of the Society. 

Section 4. Authorized Departments. 

A. The Department of Lyceums shall have charge of the courses of study and general

management of the Lyceums of the auxiliaries of this Society. Where there is a State

Director of Lyceums elected, or appointed by an auxiliary state association, such State

Director shall be ex-officio assistant to the Department Director.

B. The Department of Phenomenal Evidence shall have charge of the work of receiving,

investigating, selecting, verifying, and filing statement presented to them bearing on

the survival of the human personality after physical death.

C. The Department of Endowments shall have charge of the work of soliciting bequests,

grants, and donations, and of the special campaigns for enlarging the several

endowment funds. The Director of the Department of Endowments may appoint

assistants for grant research and writing.

D. The Department of Public Relations shall be responsible for public relations,

advertising, press releases, and projects assigned to it by the Board of Trustees for the

NSAC and Stow Memorial Foundation.

E. The Department of Publications shall be responsible for the editing and proofreading

of NSAC literature, pamphlets, other materials, and any special projects assigned to it

by the Board of Trustees.
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F. The Department of Education shall have supervision and conduct of the courses in the

Science, Philosophy, and Religion of Spiritualism as approved by the NSAC Board.

G. The Department of Missionaries shall have supervision of NSAC Missionaries in

providing guidance, direction, and assistance in organizing groups/home circles for the

study of Spiritualism, and in establishing and chartering new NSAC-affiliated churches,

holding meetings to encourage the workers in localities for the cause of Spiritualism,

and strengthening the relationship between the NSAC and the auxiliary societies by

presenting the Philosophy of Spiritualism.

The Department of Missionaries also shall be responsible for reaching out to the

general public by responding to their initial inquiries about Spiritualism, sending

informational literature and creating/updating/maintaining a database of individuals

who have contacted the Department of Missionaries. The Director shall make

recommendations to the Board of Trustees for appointments to Missionary status.

H. The Department of Archives shall be responsible for the preservation and accessibility

of NSAC records, documents, and materials relevant to the historical heritage of NSAC,

signifying the value NSAC members place on their heritage and ensuring that historical

records will remain protected for use by historians, theologians, researchers, and NSAC

members.

Article VIII 

Charters 

Section 1. 

The Board of Trustees of this Society, subject to the provisions of Article VI, Section 2.F of 

the Bylaws, shall have authority to grant charters to local religious societies, state 

associations, camps, and educational religious societies, to establish them as constituent 

units of this Society. These units shall have all rights, and privileges, accorded and bound by 

all the obligations imposed by the Society’s Bylaws. 

Section 2. Prerequisites for a NSAC Church Society Charter. 

Prerequisites for Church Society: 

A. Persons must be age eighteen (18) or above.

B. Group of fifteen (15) or more persons.

C. The society organized and functioning for a period of three (3) months immediately

preceding date of application.
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D. Have as their spiritual leader, an Ordained Minister, Licentiate Minister, or National

Spiritualist Teacher. If none of the previously listed is the spiritual leader, upon

application to the NSAC Board, the requirement may be waived for four (4) years

provided this new charteree is under the supervision of an Ordained Minister, Licentiate

Minister, or National Spiritualist Teacher.

Section 3. Prerequisites for a NSAC Camp Society Charter. 

Prerequisites for a Camp Society Charter: 

A. Persons must be age eighteen (18) or above.

B. Group of fifteen (15) or more persons.

C. Society organized and functioning for a period of two (2) months within twelve (12)

months period immediately preceding the date of application.

D. Description of camp property: location, buildings to be used; housing available for

guest workers as well as guests; typical program as it is, or being proposed; physical

property involved, or any other features or attractions.

Section 4. Charter Application. 

Charter application shall contain, or be accompanied by: 

A. Typewritten full names and addresses of applicants.

B. Copies of personally signed NSAC Applications for Membership, and Transfer forms, if

necessary for a church society charter. For a camp charter, copies of personally signed

applications for camp membership.

C. Nature of the religious society or association

D. Proposed name of the society with the word Spiritualist, or NSAC, appearing as part of

the name.

E. The society’s bylaws and standing rules.

F. Appropriate charter fee.

Section 5. 

No auxiliary society shall deviate from the current uniform charter issued by the NSAC. 

Section 6. 

Newly chartered churches currently holding services in an individual’s residence shall 

relocate to a more appropriate, public and/or online setting within 24 months of issue of 

charter. 

Section 7. Transfer of Affiliation. 

A religious Spiritualist society desirous of transferring to the NSAC will provide the 

following to the NSAC Board: 
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A. Letter of intent with a copy of the society’s membership meeting minutes which

indicate the desire for this change.

B. Current Charter (copy or original).

C. Completed application for charter.

D. Appropriate NSAC Charter Fee.

E. Completed NSAC Application for Membership for each member of the society.

F. And has met the prerequisites for a NSAC church charter.

Section 8. Inactivity of Chartered Society. 

Whenever any chartered church society, camp, or other auxiliary of this Society, or any of 

its chartered state associations, shall become inactive for any cause, and cease holding 

services or meetings, its board of trustees shall appoint one (1) of its officers or one (1) of 

its members in good standing to be the custodian and to have possession of its charter, 

records and assets for such period of time up to three (3) years for the reestablishment 

and resumption of its services and activities. 

Within thirty (30) days after his/her appointment, said custodian shall make a full written 

report to the secretary of the state association where applicable, and also the Secretary 

of the NSAC. This report shall describe or name: All assets of the auxiliary, current

membership list with names of board members, certified/commissioned workers and 

ordained ministers; and a plan for reorganization. 

Section 9. 

Whenever any chartered church society, camp, or auxiliary shall disperse, or otherwise 

become defunct, its board of trustees through its secretary shall surrender its charter and 

records and all of its assets to the Secretary of the NSAC to be held in trust for at least three 

(3) years.

Section 10. 

Said inactive, or closed, that is, not holding services or meetings, charteree shall not have 

been reactivated within three years, said assets held by the custodian or held in trust shall 

be devoted to and used in support and furtherance of said cause of Modern Spiritualism in 

such manner as the NSAC Board of Trustees shall determine to be appropriate. Upon 

request the NSAC Board of Trustees may extend the time for reactivation proceedings. 

Further, unless some or all of the assets are specifically dedicated to a specific purpose 

within the Bylaws of the inactive chartered society, any decision regarding the utilization of 

these assets shall consider the recommendations from the local church or state association 

regarding the insertion, how best to apply the assets to a particular fund or purpose which 

will give substantial effect to the intent of the donors or contributors of the assets. 
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Section 11. State Association Charter. 

An application for a state association charter shall require at least three (3) chartered 

church societies. Any state association shall maintain a membership of at least two (2) 

chartered church societies, or after two (2) years surrender its charter. 

Section 12. Reactivation of State Association Charter. 

To reactivate a state association charter, all churches within the state shall be contacted in 

writing and invited to rejoin upon seeking reactivation. 

Article IX 

Legal Incorporation 

Section 1. 

Every auxiliary chartered by this society shall include the following in its bylaws and articles 

of incorporation: 

A. For the purpose of holding services and meetings for the promulgation of the Science,

Philosophy, and Religion of Spiritualism in accordance with the Bylaws and usage of the

National Spiritualist Association of Churches, a Hierarchical Religious Society

incorporated under the laws of the District of Columbia.

B. This auxiliary organization is subject to the Bylaws of the National Spiritualist

Association of Churches, a Hierarchical Religious Society, incorporated under the laws of

the District of Columbia, to the extent that this auxiliary’s bylaws shall not be

inconsistent with the Society or corporation laws of the United States, or of the

auxiliary’s state/district jurisdiction.

C. We further agree on behalf of ourselves, our associates, and successors, to incorporate

our organization under the civil laws of the jurisdiction in which we are located, and

that the articles of incorporation shall contain the statement, of Section 1, of Article IX

of the NSAC Bylaws.

Section 2. 

When unincorporated auxiliaries of this Society incorporate, they shall do so in accordance 

with the civil law of the jurisdiction in which they are located and shall include the 

statement of Section 1 of this Article in their articles of incorporation. 
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Section 3. 

If the auxiliary is established in a state whose laws do not provide for incorporation of 

religious societies, the unincorporated religious society shall include the statement in 

Section 1 of this Article in its bylaws. 

Legal proof of the inability to incorporate shall be provided to the NSAC Headquarters. 

Article X 

Jurisdiction 

Section 1. 

These Bylaws shall be the supreme law of this Society and shall govern in all matters 

whatsoever, all members, associations, societies, and subsidiary organizations when not 

contrary to the corporation laws of the United States. 

Section 2. 

All chartered auxiliaries and societies of this Society shall have utmost freedom in framing 

their bylaws and in the conduct of their affairs, consistent with the provisions of these 

Bylaws. All provisions of such subsidiary bylaws, and all practices, acts, rules and customs 

contrary to, or inconsistent with any of the provisions of these Bylaws shall be null and 

void. 

Section 3. 

No auxiliary chartered society shall have exclusive jurisdiction in any state, city, town, or 

district. 
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Article XI 

Annual Reports 

Section 1. Report of Auxiliary. 

All chartered auxiliaries shall make a complete Annual Auxiliary Report to the Secretary of 

this Society on the prescribed forms provided by the NSAC Board, postmarked no later than 

August 31 each year prior to the Annual Convention. 

A. The report forms shall be completed properly, providing data as requested by the NSAC

Board of Trustees.

B. A current copy of the auxiliary’s bylaws (and constitution if not yet incorporated in the

bylaws) shall accompany this Annual Report if changes have been made during the

preceding year.

C. The auxiliary’s Annual Report form shall be filed, charter fee(s) and per capita

assessment paid by the above due date to have delegates seated at the Annual

Convention.

D. In the event of a joint service by two or more churches, services shall be reported on the

NSAC Annual Report of the host church only.

E. Any chartered auxiliary not filing a completed Annual Report with appropriate fees for a

period of three (3) years shall be considered defunct. Article VIII, Section 9 then applies.

Section 2. Annual Report of Ordained Ministers. 

Ordained Ministers, National Spiritualist Teachers, and NSAC Missionaries shall file a written 

report of their activities on the NSAC forms provided, postmarked no later than December 

31 of each year to the NSAC Secretary. 

Section 3. Annual Reports of Exempt Persons. 

Ordained Ministers, National Spiritualist Teachers, Licentiate Ministers, Certified Mediums, 

or Commissioned Spiritualist Healers exempt from paying annual renewal fees shall be 

required to file a written report to the NSAC Secretary which includes their name, address, 

activities, and church affiliation, postmarked no later than December 31 of each YEAR. 

Section 4. Annual Report of NSAC Service Clubs. 

NSAC Service Clubs shall submit to the NSAC Headquarters, postmarked no later than July 

31, written activity and financial reports concerning the affairs of the club for the current 

year. Such reports shall be permanent records of the Society. 
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Article XII 

Conventions, Delegates and Procedures 

Section 1. Annual Convention. 

This Society shall hold an Annual Convention during the last week in September or during 

the month of October at a place designated not less than two years previous, and the 

convention held during the month of October beginning on a Tuesday of any full week of 

the month, or such other time and place as this Society of the Board of Trustees determines 

when cancellation or other emergencies occur. The purpose of the convention shall be to 

transact the business of this Society. 

A. In the event a host church withdraws its bid with less than two (2) years notice, the cut-

off date for accepting bids for hosting that convention is March 31 of the vacated year.

Section 2. Special Convention. 

Whenever the Board of Trustees shall deem it necessary to call a Special Convention of the 

Society, it shall instruct the Society’s Secretary to issue a call to the delegates from the 

preceding convention, giving the time and place of holding such Special Convention and 

specifying the business to be transacted. Call to Special Convention shall be issued not less 

than twenty (20) days previous to the time of holding such convention. Only business 

specified in such call shall be transacted at the convention. 

Section 3. Quorum. 

A quorum for transaction of business at any Annual or Special Convention shall consist of 

not less than fifty (50) duly seated delegates, exclusive of the members of the Board of 

Trustees. 

Section 4. Convention Delegates. 

Societies chartered by the NSAC shall elect delegates and alternates who are NSAC 

members in good standing to the Annual Convention of this Society, in a duly constituted 

meeting prior to the opening meeting of the Annual Convention. Delegate representation 

shall be as follows: 

A. Each church society, four (4) delegates for its charter, two (2) delegates for its

membership up to fifty (50) members; and two (2) additional delegates for each

additional fifty (50) members, or for a major fraction thereof when membership exceeds

even fifties.

B. Each state, camp, or educational society, two (2) delegates for its charter.

22 



C. There shall be one assigned delegate and there may be one assigned alternate paired on

each credential.

D. For purposes of conventions, the definition of duly seated delegates is expanded from

mere physical presence to include electronic presence, with the capabilities to address

the delegates when recognized, and to securely cast votes electronically when

appropriate.

Section 5. 

No delegate shall represent more than one auxiliary society or have more than one (1) vote.

Section 6. NSAC Board of Trustees Delegate Rights. 

Members of the NSAC Board of Trustees, by virtue of their office, shall each be entitled to 

one (1) vote at an Annual Convention with the rights and privileges of a seated delegate. 

Section 7. Eligibility of Auxiliaries for Convention Representation. 

To be entitled to representation an auxiliary shall be in good standing on August 31 

preceding the Annual or Special convention by virtue of: 

A. A properly filed annual report and payment of charter fee and per capita assessment

postmarked no later than August 31.

B. At least twenty (20) devotional services during the preceding year in the case of a

chartered church society except when some extraordinary circumstances prevent the

holding of this number of meetings as determined by the NSAC Board of Trustees.

Section 8. Credential Forms. 

The NSAC Secretary shall provide all auxiliary societies delegate credential forms to be 

properly executed. The credential form shall be postmarked no later than August 31 prior to 

the convention to be entitled to representation at the Annual or Special Convention. 

A. The NSAC Secretary, upon receipt of the credential forms shall validate the form(s) and

return a copy to the auxiliary submitting the form(s).

B. To be seated at the Annual Convention, the delegate, alternate, or proxy shall present

personal identification to the Credential Committee and pay the required registration

fee.

Section 9. Church Societies in State Association. 

If and when a church society under the jurisdiction of a state association elects one of its 

members as a delegate to the NSAC Convention the state association having jurisdiction 

shall recognize and confirm the credentials. Delegate credentials shall be submitted to the 

state association secretary postmarked no later than July 31 prior to the convention. 
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Section 10. Proxy Representation. 

Auxiliary societies unable to provide a delegate may nominate or appoint a proxy 

representative. Any NSAC member in good standing, agreeable to the appointment, and 

not already assigned as a delegate may be named a proxy representative and a proxy 

credential filed in accordance with Section 4, 5 and 6 of this Article. 

Section 11. Proxy Limitation. 

No more than five (5) members of any one church society shall hold a proxy at the Annual or 

Special Convention. 

Section 12. Convention Appointments. 

The President shall appoint such convention officials as may be necessary. These convention 

officials need not be delegates. 

Section 13. Convention Committees. 

Standing Committees for each convention shall be appointed by the President. Each 

committee shall consist of not less than three (3) nor more than five (5) members, and may 

include the following: 

A. Credentials

B. Rules

C. Treasurer’s Report

D. Bylaws and Standing Rules

E. Resolutions

F. Budget and Finance. The Budget and Finance Committee shall be standing year-round

committee, chaired by the Treasurer and responsible for producing a budget and issuing

a report at the NSAC Annual Conventions.

G. Auxiliaries’ Report

H. Ways and Means

I. Conventions. The NSAC Convention Committee shall be a standing, year-round

committee responsible for identifying locations for future conventions. The committee

will be responsible for investigating and making recommendations to improve NSAC

Conventions in cost-effective, inclusive, and accessible ways. The Committee will issue a

report for the NSAC Annual Convention.

J. Grievance Report

K. Other committees as deemed necessary.

Section 14. Convention Credentials. 

Each delegate, by submission of delegate credentials form, shall be supplied with an official 

badge at a nominal cost by the Convention Credentials Committee. 
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Section 15. 

The Credentials Committee shall report at the beginning of each business meeting, except 

on the third business day when the final report of the Credentials Committee shall be made 

at the end of the morning meeting. 

Section 16. Convention Rules. 

Each convention shall formulate and adopt such Convention Standing Rules for its guidance 

as it deems necessary, provided that nothing therein is contrary to or inconsistent with the 

Bylaws. 

Section 17. Convention Reports. 

All reports presented to the convention shall be typed. 

A. A copy of each report shall be given to each delegate except those reports which will be

published by The National Spiritualist Summit (TNS) magazine, one of the official

publications of the NSAC.

B. The President and Secretary shall each submit a copy of their report to The National

Spiritualist Summit magazine for publication if ratified by the convention delegates.

C. All convention reports will be made available on the NSAC web page and paper copies

can be purchased by the delegates.

Section 18. Officer Compensation. 

Any changes to salaries for NSAC officers shall be approved by the Annual Convention 

delegates upon recommendation of the Budget and Finance Committee. Changes become 

effective in the month following the Convention unless otherwise approved. 

Section 19. Elections. 

Delegates shall proceed to the election of the Board of Trustees as the first order of 

business on the last business session of the Annual Convention. 

Section 20. Nominating Committee. 

The President will appoint, no later than February 1, a Nominating Committee of three 

members, naming one of them as chair. Those appointed shall not be from the same 

auxiliary and shall not have served on the Committee during the past three years. The 

Nominating Committee shall: 

A. Operate according to NSAC Nominating Committee procedures and announce

information about trustee-term expirations at the next convention in a Call for

Candidates document to be sent to auxiliaries no later than May 15.

B. Solicit candidates for nomination to officers and trustee positions.
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C. Receive and publish candidate statements to be sent to auxiliaries no later than 45 days

prior to commencement of each scheduled convention.

D. Place in nomination, prior to nominations from the convention floor, all candidates for

each position as voting for that position commences.

Section 21. Eligibility for Nomination. 

To be eligible for nomination for office on the NSAC Board of Trustees, a person shall be: 

A. A member in good standing of an NSAC chartered church society for five (5) years

immediately preceding the Annual Convention.

B. A delegate to at least three (3) NSAC Annual Conventions within the five (5) preceding

years.

C. A duly seated delegate to the current Annual Convention.

D. Present in the Annual Convention assembly at time of election. Present is defined as a

person attending in person physically at the location or virtually present through

electronic means on a video platform such as, but not limited to, Zoom.

E. All candidates shall submit to the Nominating Committee a signed Code of Ethics

document agreeing to abide by said Code. If an individual fails to submit same, their

name cannot be put forth as a candidate. Anyone nominated from the floor must

execute said Code of Ethics form BEFORE the election balloting begins.

Section 22. 

In the event there are more than two candidates for a position and there is no one 
elected on the first ballot, only the names of the two candidates receiving the highest

number of votes shall remain on the second ballot. If there is only one nominee for a 

position, a voice vote may elect the nominee. If there are two or more nominees, ballots 

shall be distributed to the voting delegates. 

Section 23. 

A member of the NSAC Board of Trustees shall be eligible for election to any other office on 

the Board, without endangering his/her present status. 

Section 24. Vacancy Created by Election to Another Office. 

Any vacancy created by election to another office on the Board of Trustees and all 

unexpired terms of office shall be filled by election before proceeding with the election of 

other Trustees to the Board. 
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Article XIII 

Certifications and Requirements 

Section 1. 

This Society shall establish the classifications, qualifications and titles or degrees of its 

authorized demonstrators of the phenomena, representatives of the Philosophy, and 

teachers of the Religion of Spiritualism, as well as the conditions under which all 

commissions, certificates and diplomas shall be granted. 

Section 2. Certifications. 

The Ministry of Spiritualism shall consist of the following: 

A. Ordained Ministers.

B. Licentiate Ministers.

C. Certified Mediums.

D. Commissioned Spiritualist Healers.

E. National Spiritualist Teachers.

Section 3. General Requirements. 

A certified, commissioned, ordained, or degreed worker shall: 

A. Maintain membership in good standing in a church society.

B. Own a Spiritualist Manual to be used for reference and guidance in conducting various

religious services.

C. While acting in their capacity of certification, not use fortune telling cards, crystals,

crystal balls, Ouija boards, tea leaves, palmistry, or other means that may be named by

the NSAC Board of Trustees as these practices do not prove the continuity of life.

Section 4. Applicants for Certificates. 

Applicants for certificates in all classes of the Ministry of Spiritualism, or lay representatives 

must furnish evidence to the proper board. 

A. Membership in good standing, preceding the date of application, in a church society

affiliated with the NSAC as specified under qualifications for each certificate, except in

case of transfer of certificates from other Spiritualist organizations.

B. Recommendation of applicant’s church society, or appropriate body.

Section 5. Causes for Cancellation of Certification. 

The following are causes for cancellation of certifications: 

27 



A. Loss of membership in a church society by withdrawal, non-payment of dues, or by

expulsion for cause shall automatically cancel any certificate held and the certificate

shall immediately be returned to the official board granting it.

B. Use of any title, insignia, or official rank by certification by any other religious group.

Such act shall be considered sufficient cause to institute immediate action toward the

cancellation of any NSAC certificate, commission, or ordination.

C. Failure to renew certification for three (3) years.

Section 6. Reinstatement of Certificates. 

Cancelled or surrendered certificates may be reinstated with the following stipulations: 

A. Application for reinstatement is approved by the applicant’s church society.

B. Following a review by the NSAC Board of Trustees and at the Board’s discretion,

reexamination and, or additional education may be waived if the candidate meets the

educational requirements, or equivalent, of the NSAC.

C. Payment of three (3) years’ fee for each certificate, or for ordination which will cover all

certificates being reinstated.

Section 7. 

All certificates or commissions granted by this Society, remain the property of the grantor, 

that is, the NSAC, and on revocation and cancellation shall be returned to the grantor. 

Section 8. Certification Jurisdiction. 

The jurisdiction for granting of certification shall be as follows: 

A. Only the NSAC Board of Trustees shall grant Ordained Minister, Licentiate Minister,

Certified Medium, and Commissioned Spiritualist Healer certifications and National

Spiritualist Teacher degrees after successful completion of appropriate NSAC

examinations.

B. Examinations will be administered under the direction of the NSAC Department of

Education. Testing will be done at a place and time decided upon by the individual

taking the examination and a committee of three monitors who are members of the

NSAC, one of which holds the certification or higher for which the examination is being

given.

Section 9. Renewals by State Association. 

All certificates of Licentiate Ministers, Certified Mediums, or Commissioned Spiritualist 

Healers granted or renewed by an auxiliary state association shall be forwarded to the 

NSAC Secretary for renewal and the signatures of the NSAC President and Secretary. 
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Section 10. Certificate Recognition. 

All certificates or commissions granted by either a state association or directly by the NSAC 

must be recognized by any other society of the NSAC until the date of expiration. All 

renewals thereafter must be submitted within a period of twelve (12) months through the 

state association or auxiliary having jurisdiction. 

Section 11. Duties of Ordained Ministers. 

Ordained Ministers may use the title Reverend, may be settled as permanent pastors of 

church societies and use the title of Minister, or Pastor if appointed by the church 

membership, may present the address, may provide spiritual consolation, may perform the 

marriage ceremony in accordance with the civil laws of the jurisdiction, may conduct 

funeral services, and exercise the usual powers and perform the usual duties pertaining to 

the pastorate of the church. 

Section 12. Ordination Requirements. 

An NSAC candidate for Ordination as a Minister of Spiritualism must be minimum of 

twenty-one (21) years of age as well as satisfy the NSAC Board of Trustees of the following: 

A. Has held full voting membership in an NSAC Chartered Church society for not less than

three years immediately preceding the date of application.

B. Has obtained their Licentiate Minister certificate, and has satisfied one or more of the

following:

(1) The NSAC Board has received twelve (12) satisfactory affidavits for participation in a

religious service: Six (6) as speaker/sermon and six (6) for chairing of a religious service.

Affidavits shall be for services rendered after the date of issue of the candidate’s

Licentiate Minister certificate. Affidavits shall be from separate NSAC Church service.

The Licentiate Minister certificate is to have been held for three months minimum prior

to Ordained Minister application date if previous pastoral duty experience has not been

acquired.

(2) Has held the position of Pastor, Pastoral Assistant, Student Pastor, or Pastoral

Committee Chairperson within the last five calendar years, for a minimum period of

two (2) years.

(3) Has satisfactorily documented two (2) or more years of service rendered within the

previous five (5) years in the area of a Licentiate Minister including lecturing, chairing

religious services, conducting workshops or classes.

C. Has satisfactorily completed the required educational courses of this Society for

Ordination and satisfactorily completed a NSAC approved Pastoral Skills Course.

D. Has completed and submitted the Application for Ordination to the NSAC Department

of Education upon the recommendation of church Board of Directors.
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E. Appears in person before the NSAC Board of Trustees or a qualified committee of three,

including at least one NSAC trustee appointed by the NSAC Board for oral examination

and satisfactorily fulfills the requirements of educational training, ability to teach, and

special knowledge of the Science, Philosophy, and Religion of Spiritualism.

Section 13. 

An Ordination certificate shall be granted for life, or until revoked for cause by the NSAC 

Board of Trustees. 

Section 14. 

No NSAC member shall use the title Reverend, unless the ordination is granted by the 

NSAC. 

Section 15. National Spiritualist Teacher Requirements. 

The NSAC Board of Trustees may confer the degree of National Spiritualist Teacher (NST) to 

the candidate meeting the following requirements: 

A. Has held membership in a chartered church society for not less than three (3) years

immediately preceding date of application.

B. Has satisfactorily completed the required educational courses of this Society for NST.

C. Has completed and submitted the Application for NST to the NSAC Department of

Education upon the recommendation of church Board of Directors.

D. Appears in person before the NSAC Board of Trustees or a qualified committee of three

including at least one NSAC trustee appointed by the NSAC Board for oral and written

examinations and satisfactorily fulfills all requirements as to educational training, and

special knowledge to teach the Science, Philosophy, and Religion of Spiritualism.

Section 16. 

The NST degree shall be granted for life or until revoked for cause by the NSAC Board of 

Trustees. 

Section 17. Licentiate Minister Requirements. 

Applicants for Licentiate Minister shall meet the following requirements: 

A. Has held membership in a chartered church society for not less than two (2) years

immediately preceding the date of the application.

B. Has satisfactorily completed the required educational courses of this Society and

satisfactorily completed a NSAC approved Pastoral Skills Course, or its equivalent.

Equivalence shall be determined by evaluation of a portfolio submitted to the NSAC

Board of Trustees by the applicant. The portfolio shall document knowledge and
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accomplishments equivalent to the Pastoral Skills Course as outlined in the NSAC 

approved Pastoral Skills curriculum for Licentiate Minister. 

C. Has completed and submitted the Application for Licentiate Minister to the NSAC

Department of Education upon the recommendation of church Board of Directors.

D. Has satisfactorily completed the NSAC examination for Licentiate Minister.

Section 18. 

A Licentiate Minister shall not use the title Reverend, or perform a marriage ceremony. 

Section 19. Licentiate Ministers as Assistants. 

Licentiate Ministers may act as assistants to Ordained Ministers and in their absence, or 

during their disability, the Licentiate Minister may assume the usual pastoral work of the 

church society as stated in the church society’s bylaws/standing rules. The Licentiate 

Minister, may use the title of Pastor or Assistant Pastor if appointed by the church 

membership. 

Section 20. Student and Lay Ministers. 

A. If a Certified Medium, Commissioned Healer, or layperson is actively pursuing an

educational course to become a Licentiate Minister, and a church society elects to

appoint him/her as its spiritual leader, he/she may only hold the title of Student Minister

until such time he/she obtains his/her Licentiate Minister’s certificate. Student’s failure

to submit his/her lessons on a regular basis, as determined by the church board of

directors and/or pastor, shall forfeit his/her right to such title.

B. Lay Minister. A Lay Minister is defined as a dues-paying member of the congregation in

good standing, as distinguished from the clergy, who does not have or has not

completed required special or advanced training and is an active student worker under

the direction of the Pastor or the Pastoral Committee.

Section 21. Mediumship Classification. 

Certified Mediums shall be divided into two classes/types as follows: 

A. Mental Mediumship. Persons deemed qualified to demonstrate publicly mental

mediumship of an evidential nature.

B. Physical Mediumship. Persons deemed qualified to demonstrate physical mediumship

of an edifying nature.

Section 22. Certified Medium Requirements. 

Applicant for Certified Medium shall meet the following requirements: 
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A. Satisfy the board having jurisdiction that they are test and message Mediums known to

possess spiritual faculties of an evidential and edifying nature, or Mediums through

whose instrumentality physical phenomena can be produced.

B. Has held membership in a chartered church society for not less than two (2) years

immediately preceding date of the application.

C. Has satisfactorily completed the required educational courses of this Society for Certified

Medium.

D. Furnished testimony in the form of at least six (6) acceptable affidavits from different

persons attesting to the Medium’s ability to demonstrate evidential and edifying spirit

messages or physical phenomena. At least two affidavits shall be dated within the year

immediately prior to date of application, and no affidavit shall be dated earlier than five

(5) years prior to date of application. The attester’s signature shall be witnessed by any

two (2) of the following: A notary, those holding this credential or higher, as well as

Pastors, Missionaries, Church or Camp Board members, or Pastoral Committee

members. Medium applicant may also receive acceptable affidavits from other NSAC

chartered church and camp services and the NSAC annual convention student service.

(Use of the NSAC Mediumship Affidavit currently in use at the time of obtaining the

affidavit is required).

E. Has completed and submitted the Application for Certified Medium to the NSAC

Department of Education upon the recommendation of church Board of Directors.

F. Satisfactorily completed the NSAC Examination for Certified Medium.

G. For certification of Physical Mediumship, satisfactory demonstration must be given

before the NSAC Board of Trustees.

Section 23. Duties of Certified Mediums. 

Certified Mediums shall not use the title The Reverend, or perform a marriage ceremony, 

but shall render all possible assistance to the societies of which they are members and to 

the Cause of Spiritualism at large, by administering spiritual consolation through the giving 

of platform demonstrations of spirit communication and in holding circles and séances. 

Section 24. Commissioned Spiritualist Healer. 

 Applicant for Commissioned Spiritualist Healer shall meet the following requirements: 

A. Ability, either through their innate powers or through their mediumship, to cure or

relieve human ailments and disease.

B. Has held membership in a chartered church society for not less than two (2) years

immediately preceding date of the application.

C. Has satisfactorily completed the required educational courses of this Society for

Commissioned Spiritualist Healer.

D. Furnished testimony in the form of at least six (6) acceptable affidavits from different

persons attesting to the Spiritualist Healer’s ability to cure or relieve pathologic
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conditions. At least two (2) affidavits shall be dated within the year prior to date of 

application, and no affidavit shall be dated earlier than five (5) years prior to date of 

application. The attester’s signature shall be witnessed by any two (2) of the following: 

a notary, those holding this credential or higher, as well as Pastors, Missionaries, Church 

or Camp Board members, or Pastoral Committee members. Healer applicant may also 
receive acceptable affidavits from other NSAC chartered churches and camps and the 

NSAC annual convention student healing services. (Use of the NSAC Healing Affidavit 

currently in use at the time of obtaining the affidavit is required). 

E. Has completed and submitted the Application for Commissioned Spiritualist Healer to

the NSAC Department of Education upon the recommendation of church Board of

Directors.

F. Satisfactorily completed the NSAC Examination for Commissioned Spiritualist Healer.

Section 25. 

Commissioned Spiritualist Healers must inform themselves of the Civil Laws and Local 

Ordinances and conduct their healing within the legal interpretation of such laws and 

ordinances. 

Section 26. NSAC Missionary Appointments. 

NSAC Missionaries shall be appointed by the NSAC Board of Trustees. Appointments shall 

begin immediately following the adjournment of the Annual Spring Board meeting and shall 

expire at the close of the next Annual Spring Board meeting. 

Section 27. Missionary Activities. 

Missionaries may organize new societies and serve them, assist churches and societies to 

charter, invite contributions to the various funds, and promote the general interests of the 

Society under such rules as the NSAC Board of Trustees may prescribe. While in the process 

of starting a new auxiliary, may sign affidavits for student Mediums and student Spiritualist 

Healers. 

Section 28. Transfer of Certificates from Other Organizations. 

Members of other independent Spiritualist organizations holding certificates, commissions, 

or ordinations, must submit to the NSAC Department of Education Director an Application 
for Certificate Exchange. 

All policy changes must be sent to all auxiliaries and placed on the members' page of the 

website within thirty (30) days of approved changes. 
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Article XIV 

Impeachment 

Section 1. Removal Without Impeachment Proceedings. 

A. Simple negligence, inability, or neglect in the performance of administrative duties, shall

not subject an accused to the severity and stigma of impeachment proceedings.

B. The removal for negligence, inability, or neglect, in administrative duties, of an officer or

agent, elected or appointed, may be affected by the persons authorized to elect or

appoint such officers of NSAC appointed Supervisor whenever, in their exclusive

judgment, the best interest of the Society will be served thereby.

Section 2. Court of Impeachment. 

A. Any person holding an office or position of honor or trust, elective or appointive, under

this Society, may be removed from such office or position by the Board of Trustees

sitting as a court of impeachment if in the judgement of said court, after full and ample

hearing the accused is found guilty of a breach of trust, or of conduct, professional or

personal, likely to bring this Society or the cause of Spiritualism into public disrepute.

B. Impeachment proceedings shall be utilized only when the breach of trust, or the

conduct, occurs while the accused is performing his or her ecclesiastical or secular duties

and responsibilities. The removal of any officer shall be without prejudice to the contract

rights if any, of the officer so removed. However, the election or appointment to office

shall not of itself create contract rights.

Section 3. 

Any NSAC Trustee found guilty and removed from office is precluded from nomination to a 

NSAC position as an Officer or Trustee or precluded from any NSAC appointment. 

Article XV 

Disciplinary Procedures 

Section 1. Subject to Discipline. 

Any person or organization holding membership in this Society (NSAC) or any auxiliary of 

this Society who is responsible to this Society’s Bylaws is subject to discipline upon being 

34 



found to have committed, or to have permitted the commission of one or more of the 

following: 

A. Violation of the Bylaws of Standing Rules of this Society or by the bylaws of any auxiliary

subject to this Society, or gross neglect of fiduciary responsibilities.

B. Acts or statements which advocate doctrines antagonistic to, or inconsistent with the

fundamental teachings of Spiritualism of the NSAC.

C. Violation of Code of Ethics. All ministry, lay ministers, board members, and certificate

holders are subject to the NSAC Code of Ethics. All violations of that code shall be

referred to the Chair of the Ethics Code Review Committee.

Section 2. Formal Complaint. 

The formal complaint shall be filed with the secretary of the society having jurisdiction, and 

a copy of the complaints, or charges, shall be sent to any person(s) against whom the 

complaint is made, all material to be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

A. If the accused person is a member of a church, camp, or educational society, the

complaint shall be filed with the secretary of the society.

B. If the accused person is a board member of that society, the complaint may be settled by

that society or taken to the next higher level.

C. If the accused person holds a commission or a certificate issued through a state

association, the complaint may be settled by the chartered church society or be filed

with the secretary of the state association.

D. Complaints regarding ethics must be signed, dated and sworn to before a notary and

shall be sent directly to the Chair of the Ethics Code Review Committee for review. The

Ethics Committee shall send notice to the NSAC Secretary for numerical assignment.

E. Complaints of a legal nature shall be sent to the appropriate body for investigation,

according to these Bylaws, and to the existing state and local authorities, when

warranted.

F. All complaints or charges of an ecclesiastical, and not of an ethical or criminal nature,

must be in the form of individually-signed letters.

Section 3. Disciplinary Proceedings. 

A. Disciplinary proceedings shall be initiated by the filing of the formal written complaint

signed by the complainant. The written complaint must set forth a clear, concise

statement of the alleged wrongful conduct, together with the dates and places where

the conduct took place, and the names, addresses and telephone numbers of any

witnesses to the alleged conduct. If a violation of the NSAC Bylaws is alleged, the specific

Article and Section shall be included. The complaint shall be accompanied by

documentation and/or a statement signed by the member which supports the

complaint.
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B. Upon receipt of the written complaint the Ethics Committee shall make a

recommendation regarding disposition of the complaint. This recommendation shall be

made within ninety (90) days from the date that all committee members have received

all necessary documentation from all parties. One extension of thirty (30) days may be

granted by NSAC Board of Trustees vote if deemed necessary and germane to a

resolution of the complaint.

C. All formal charges shall be administered in accordance with the procedures set forth in

the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, except as specifically set

forth in this Article. (Examples: mediation, timing, authority of decision by trial board

having jurisdiction, appeals.)

D. If mediation is considered appropriate by the jurisdictional body, and agreed to by the

accused, then the parties to mediation may select a mediator from the membership of

the NSAC, or they may retain a professional mediator available through an alternative

dispute resolution service. If the accused refuses to submit to mediation and to be

bound, or if mediation is not considered appropriate under the facts or circumstances of

the case, charges shall then be referred to investigation.

E. Upon notification that the mediation process was unsuccessful or declined, the NSAC

President shall designate an Investigating Committee exercising jurisdiction shall make a

recommendation within ninety (90) days regarding the disposition of the complaints.

The NSAC Board of Trustees shall have the discretion to grant one thirty (30) day

extension to the Investigating Committee.

F. The body exercising jurisdictional control, after considering the Investigating

Committee’s report, if the complaint is not sustainable, provable, or is lacking in merit,

the board may dismiss the complaint or issue a letter of instruction.

Section 4. Referral to Trial. 

If referred to trial, the defendant may be placed on temporary suspension of membership 

pending the holding of the trial. 

A. The trial must be held within two hundred forty (240) days unless all parties agree to

waive the time limit. If time limits are not waived, the trial date shall be set, or charges

dismissed with prejudice, i.e., charges cannot be resubmitted.

B. Trials conducted by the NSAC Board of Trustees shall be held during the time of the

regularly scheduled Spring Board Meeting and the Pre-Convention Board Meeting of the

Board of Trustees with notice of the trial sent thirty (30) days prior to the trial to any

person(s) against whom the complaint is made, all material to be sent by certified mail.

C. When the accused is a member of the NSAC Board of Trustees and is scheduled for a

trial, a special trial board shall be appointed by the President, or designee, and its

members shall be five (5) members in good standing of NSAC societies, but no two (2)

shall be of the same chartered church society, or auxiliaries where the NSAC Board

member maintains membership.
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D. The accused shall be notified of the verdict in writing within ten (10) days of the trial.

E. The trial board having jurisdiction shall have full authority to devise any punishment

which is reasonable under the facts of the case and designed to further the best

interests of this Society (NSAC). Authorized punishments shall include, but not limited

to:

(1) Written reprimand.

(2) Suspension of activities/certificates.

(3) Probation.

(4) Impeachment.

(5) Expulsion from the Society.

F. On action taken under this Article at the National level, the NSAC Board of Trustees shall

report to the members assembled at the NSAC Convention.

Section 5. Appeals. 

Appeals from disciplinary proceedings shall be filed within a period of fifteen (15) days from 

announcement of the findings and sentence. The appeal shall be filed with the secretary of 

the society having intermediate jurisdiction. If there exists no intermediate society, the 

appeal shall be filed directly with the NSAC Secretary. 

Section 6. Rehearings. 

Rehearings shall be allowed within one (1) year from final decision upon newly discovered 

material evidence, not cumulative, or for any other good and satisfactory reason, submitted 

to the board having jurisdiction of the case at the time a petition for rehearing is filed. 

Section 7. Final Appellate Jurisdiction. 

The Board of Trustees of this Society (NSAC) shall have final appellate jurisdiction over all 

questions arising under the provisions of the Bylaws of this Hierarchical Religious Society of 

auxiliaries chartered by this Society and shall have authority to give final interpretation of all 

provisions of such Bylaws and to pass on the constitutionality or legality of such provisions. 

Section 8. Expulsion of Member. 

A. Any expulsion of a member by an auxiliary society shall be reviewed and ratified by the

NSAC Board of Trustees.

B. If a member is expelled from the NSAC movement all auxiliaries shall be notified by the

NSAC Secretary.

C. An expelled member shall not be allowed to serve any society under the auspices of the

NSAC for a period of three (3) years.
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Article XVI 

Miscellaneous 

Section 1. Honorary Title for Past NSAC Service. 

Following the vacating of an office by a long-term officer or trustee, the convention body, by 

majority vote, may bestow the title Past and the name of the office previously occupied, in 

honor of past service. 

Section 2. NSAC Yearbook. 

The NSAC Secretary, with the approval of the NSAC Board of Trustees, shall publish each 

year a list of all Ordained Ministers, Licentiate Ministers, National Spiritualist Teachers, 

Certified Mediums, Commissioned Spiritualist Healers who have membership in good 

standing through a chartered church society, or NSAC Direct Individual Membership; also a 

listing of secretaries of church, state and other societies, as well as other information the 

NSAC Board of Trustees may deem appropriate to include. 

Section 3. Spiritualist Manual and Spiritualist Hymnal. 

All chartered church societies of this Society shall be required to use the NSAC Spiritualist 

Manual and the Spiritualist Hymnal at their religious services. The NSAC Spiritualist Manual 

shall be on the rostrum during religious services. If a church makes use of music not in the 

hymnal, they shall be required to have appropriate licensing, etc., to avoid any copyright 

infringement, where applicable. 

Section 4. Gratitude Day. 

The fourth Sunday of March in each year shall be known as Gratitude Day. Chartered church 

societies shall hold a special service in honor of the founding of Modern Spiritualism and of 

the workers who have devoted their lives to The Cause. A special love offering shall be taken 

for the NSAC Spiritualist Benevolent Society. 

Section 5. Spiritual Science Day. 

The second Sunday of August in each year shall be known as Spiritual Science Day and a 

special offertory may be requested during church services to benefit the NSAC Spiritual 

Science Research Fund to provide for the coordination, funding, dissemination and 

publicizing of new scientific research into the phenomena of Spiritualism. 
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Section 6. NSAC Day. 

In celebration of our history and in gratitude to the pioneers of our organization, the fourth 

Sunday in September of each year shall be known as NSAC Day and a special offertory may 

be requested during church services to benefit the NSAC General Fund-Endowment Fund to 

provide for the future operating needs of the organization. 

Section 7. Other Special Observances. 

Other special observances that may be held are: 

A. January 25-Founders Day for the establishment of the Childrens Progressive Lyceum.

B. March 31-Advent of Modern Spiritualism; the rappings at Hydesville, New York.

C. August 11-Birth date of Andrew Jackson Davis.

D. September 27-Anniversary of the founding of the NSA.

Section 8. Compensation of Workers. 

The compensation of Pastors, Licentiates, Certified Mediums and Commissioned Spiritualist 

Healers shall be a salary as may be provided by the chartered church societies which they 

may serve, donations or contributions as they received from, or on behalf of those persons 

to whom they may minister through their spiritual faculties, or a combination of all those 

listed. 

Section 9. Pastor or Pastoral Committee. 

Churches may elect an Ordained Minister, a National Spiritualist Teacher, a Licentiate 

Minister, or a Pastoral Committee to fulfill the duties of the pastor. The Pastoral Committee 

shall consist of two (2) but not more than five (5) members of the chartered church society 

who shall serve for a period of time as determined by the society’s membership in a duly 

called meeting. 

Section 10. Eligibility of Persons Conducting Classes. 

Persons conducting classes on the Science, Philosophy, and Religion of Spiritualism for 

auxiliaries must hold certification of Ordained Minister, Licentiate Minister, or National 

Spiritualist Teacher. Any Exceptions of this rule shall be submitted for approval to the board 

having immediate jurisdiction. 

Section 11. Reincarnation. 

Chartered auxiliaries shall be allowed to openly discuss and teach the theory of 

reincarnation, with the clear understanding that the NSAC official position is that the theory 

of Reincarnation has not been satisfactorily proved, nor has it been satisfactorily 

disapproved. Each member of the NSAC will be permitted to form their own opinion 

regarding reincarnation, and will not be required to accept or reject the theory, and no 
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punitive action will be taken for the above-mentioned reincarnation activities. Proof of the 

continuity of life as well as personal responsibility must continue to be the foundation of the 

Religion of Spiritualism therefore reincarnation, past lives or experiences shall not be 

mentioned from the platform in spirit messages. 

Section 12. Convention Site Requirements. 

The following information pertaining to hosting a convention shall be included in the folder 

for the Convention Site Committee: 

A. Churches/state associations may place a bid to host a convention for any year not

previously scheduled. This bid must be in writing from the group desirous of hosting the

convention to be listed.

B. By virtue of a bid to host a convention being listed in the Convention Site Committee

report, no other bid may be entertained for the years having locations listed.

C. Most hotels will guarantee room rates for two (2) years previous to a convention date.

Deposits are necessary after a contract is signed and this may be required in January of

the convention year. Therefore, two (2) years in advance, a convention host must provide

details in writing to the convention delegates listing the following:

(1) Dates available (during the Month of October beginning on a Tuesday of any full week of

the month).

(2) Sleeping room rates for single/double/triple/quad.

(3) Convention meeting room (one week), cost?/usually free.

(4) Board meeting room (two weeks) cost?/usually free.

(5) Availability of facilities for service club meetings.

(6) Availability of comp rooms for NSAC President and Secretary.

(7) Availability of business service for board and convention use (fax, copier-two weeks for

board use).

(8) Transportation to hotel from airport. If not complimentary, cost?

(9) Food/meal service within the hotel.

(10) Alternate food sources within walking/driving/shuttle bus distance.

(11) Sunday reception-use of hotel service for food.

The above list does not detail all responsibilities of the site hosts. 

D. If bid for a site is canceled and there is one (1) year advance notice for the bid to be

placed, all required information listed above shall be provided to the NSAC Board of

Trustees as soon as possible for distribution to all auxiliaries.

E. Any variables of the above section shall be approved by the NSAC Board of Trustees.

F. In the event a host church withdraws its bid with less than two (2) years notice, the

cut-off date for accepting bids for hosting that convention shall be March 31 of the

year prior to the vacated year. The NSAC Board of Trustees may extend this date in

three (3) month increments if no bids have been received by the cut-off date(s).
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Article XVII 

Parliamentary Authority 

The current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall be the parliamentary 

authority and govern this Society in all matters not provided for in these Bylaws. 

Article XVIII 

Amendments 

Section 1. Bylaws Amendment. 

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote at any Annual Convention, a 

quorum being present, on a proposal submitted by a member in good standing, or any 

auxiliary of this Society, the Board of Trustees, or a committee on revision or amendment. 

Section 2. Proposed Amendment Filing and Distribution. 

The Secretary, within ninety (90) days, shall publish and make available to post on the NSAC 

official website a revised edition of the Bylaws incorporating amendments adopted at the 

Annual Convention and ensure all adopted resolutions be posted on the NSAC official 

website. Copies are available upon request to each auxiliary society in good standing. 

A synopsis of the resolutions shall be published in the NSAC Newsletter no later than ninety 

(90) days after the close of the Annual Convention.
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Section 3. Amendment Effective Date.

Amendments adopted shall become effective at the close of the convention unless 
another effective time is stated.

Section 4. Publication of Revised Edition of Bylaws.

The proposed amendment shall be filed with the NSAC Secretary no later than August 1. 
The Secretary shall publish and mail proposed amendments to auxiliaries no later than 
45 days prior to commencement of each scheduled convention. Each voting delegate 
seated in Convention shall be furnished a copy of the proposed amendments before 
presentation of the amendments for vote.



Notes 
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The Code of Ethics may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote at any Annual Convention, 

a quorum being present, on a proposal submitted by a member in good standing, or any 

auxiliary of this Society, the Board of Trustees, or a committee on revision or amendment. 

Section 5. Code of Ethics Amendment. 



National Spiritualist Association of Churches 

Articles of Incorporation 

Adoption History 

1893 Original filing as The National Spiritualist Association of the United States of America 
1895 Amended to correct error original filing 
1920 Amended to change name to National Spiritualist Association 
1952 Amended to change name to National Spiritualist Association of Churches 
1964 Election to Accept Code of the District of Columbia: Chapter 10 of Title 29—Corporations 

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that we, Harrison D. Barrett, of Lily Dale, State of New York; Cora L. V. 
Richmond, Chicago, State of Illinois; Robert A. Dimmick, Theodore J. Mayer and Milan C. Edson, of 
Washington city, in the District of Columbia, a majority of whom are residents of   the District of Columbia, 
do hereby associate ourselves together, and with our associates and successors do hereby become a body 
corporate, under and by virtue of the several acts of Congress relating to corporations in the District of 
Columbia (under class No. 2, Religious Societies). The name of said    body corporate shall be “The National 
Spiritualist Association of the United States of America,” under which name it is empowered to sue and be 
sued, implead and be impleaded, in all courts of the District  of Columbia or elsewhere, and shall have and 
use a corporate seal. The object of said Association is not for worldly profit, but for the purpose of religion, 
to promote religion and morality, to provide for the erection of temples and lecture halls or other suitable 
place or places of worship where the Religion of Spiritualism may be taught, and to provide for the 
education and licensing of proper persons as authorized lecturers and preachers of the Religion of 
Spiritualism. The business of said Society shall be managed by a Board consisting of nine Trustees, including 
the President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer, and the following Trustees shall hold office for the 
first year and until their successors have been elected and qualified, viz.: Harrison D. Barrett, of Lily Dale, 
New York, President; Cora L. V. Richmond, of Chicago, Illinois, Vice President; Robert A. Dimmick, of 
Washington City, District of Columbia, Secretary; Theodore J. Mayer, of Washington, D.C. Treasurer; Milan 
C. Edson, of Washington, D.C.; James B. Townsend, of Lima, Ohio; Marion H. Skidmore, of Cassadaga, N.Y.;
Elizabeth Sloper, of San Francisco, California, and George P. Colby, of Lake Helen, Florida. The principal office
of said corporation shall be located at the City of Washington, in the District of Columbia.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have signed their names and affixed their seals the first day of 
November, A.D. 1893, at Washington City, District of Columbia, United States of America. 

THEODORE J. MAYER. (Seal.) 
 MILAN C. EDSON. (Seal.) 

HARRISON D. BARRETT. (Seal.) 
CORA L.V. RICHMOND. (Seal.)
ROBERT A. DIMMICK. (Seal.)

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of SAM’L C. MILLS. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
County of Washington, ss.: 

I, Samuel C. Mills, a notary public in and for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Harrison D. 
Barrett, Cora L. V. Richmond, Robert A. Dimmick, Theodore J. Mayer, and Milan C. Edson, parties to  a 
certain certificate of incorporation bearing date on the first day of November, A.D. 1893, and hereto 
annexed, personally appeared before me in said county, and the said Harrison D. Barrett, Cora L. V. 
Richmond, Robert A. Dimmick, I S Theodore J. Mayer, and Milan C. Edison being personally well known
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to me to be persons who executed the said certificate of incorporation, and 
acknowledged the same to be their act and deed. 

Given under my hand and notarial seal this 1st day of November, A.D. 1893. 

(Notarial Seal.) SAM’L C. MILLS, Notary Public. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF DEEDS. 

August 7, 1899 

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and verified copy of a certificate of 
incorporation, and of the whole of such certificate as received for record on the 3rd day 
of November, 1893, 9:00 a.m. 

(Revenue Stamp.) GEO. F. SCHAYER, Dep. Recorder of Deeds. 

AMENDED CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 

WHEREAS we, Harrison D. Barrett, Cora L. V. Richmond, Robert A. Dimmick, Theodore J. Mayer, and Milan C. 
Edson, filed in the office of the Recorder of Deeds our certificate, dated the first (1st) day of November, A.D. 
1893, and recorded in Acts of Incorporation, Liber No. 6, at folio 318, in the office 
of the Recorder, certifying the incorporation of ourselves, our associates and successors under the name of 
“The National Spiritualist Association of the United States of America,” under and by virtue 
of the several acts of Congress relating to corporations in the District of Columbia; 
AND WHEREAS, by inadvertence, clerical error, or other accident said certificate erroneously contains the 
statement that such corporation is “under class No. 2, religious societies,” instead of “under class 3, for the 
incorporation of societies, benevolent, educational, etc,” under which last named  class alone a body 
corporate for the purposes and with the powers intended by us can properly be incorporated: 
NOW, THEREFORE, we, Harrison D. Barrett, of Lilly Dale, in the State of New York, Cora L. 
V. Richmond, of Chicago, in the State of Illinois, and Robert A. Dimmick, Theodore J. Mayer, and Milan C.
Edson, of Washington City, in the District of Columbia, do hereby certify that we have associated ourselves
together, and at the date of our former certificate did so associate ourselves together,
for   the purposes hereinafter mentioned.
THE name or title chosen, by which the Society shall be and shall continue to be known was and
is “The National Spiritualist Association of the United States of America.”
THE term for which the said Society or Association was and is organized is one thousand years.
THE particular business and objects of the said Society are benevolent, charitable, educational, scientific,
religious, and missionary purposes to promote religion and morality, to provide for the erection of temples
and lecture hall, and other suitable places of worship, where the religion of Spiritualism may be taught, and to
provide for the education and license of proper persons as authorized lecturers or preachers of the said
religion.
THAT the number of its Board of Trustees for the first year of its existence were nine, namely, Harrison D.
Barrett, of Lily Dale, New York, President; Cora L. V. Richmond, of Chicago, Illinois, Vice President; Robert A.
Dimmick, of Washington City, D.C., Secretary, Theodore J. Mayer, of Washington, D.C., Treasurer, Milan C.
Edson, of Washington, D.C.; James B. Townsend, of Lima, Ohio; Marion H. Skidmore of Cassadaga, New York;
Elizabeth Sloper, of San Francisco, Cal., and George P. Colby, of
Lake Helen, Florida, and that its Board of Trustees for the year following this amended certificate are,
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namely, Harrison D. Barrett, of Lily Dale, New York, President; Cora L. V. Richmond, of Chicago, Illinois, 
Vice President; Francis B. Woodbury, of Washington, D.C., Secretary; Theodore J. Mayer, of the same 
place, Treasurer, Milan C. Edson, of the same place; Benjamin B. Hill, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Luthur V. Moulton, of Grand Rapids, Michigan; George A. Fuller, of Worcester, Massachusetts, and 
Abbis L. Pettingill, of Cleveland, Ohio, who are the regularly chosen
and certified successors of the said first-named Trustees.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have signed their names and affixed their seals this 
twenty-first day of October, A.D. 1895, at the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, in the 
United States of America. 

Witness: P.M. HOUGH HARRISON D. BARRETT. (Seal) 
CORA L. V. RICHMOND. (Seal) 
OBERT A. DIMMICK. (Seal) 
THEODORE J. MAYER. (Seal) 
MILAN C. EDSON. (Seal)

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
County of Washington; ss.: 
I, Perry M. Hough, a notary public in and for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Harrison D. 
Barrett, Cora L. V. Richmond, Robert A. Dimmick, Theodore J. Mayer, and Milan C. Edson, Parties  to a 
certain certificate of incorporation bearing date of the 21st day of October, A.D. 1895, and hereto 
annexed personally appeared before me in said country, and the said Harrison D. Barrett, Cora L. V. 
Richmond, Robert A. Dimmick, Theodore J. Mayer, and Milan C. Edson, being personally well known  to 
me to be the persons who executed the said certificate of incorporation, acknowledged the same to be 
their act and deed.

Given under my hand and notarial seal this 21st day of October, A.D. 1895.

(Notarial Seal.) PERRY M. HOUGH, 
Notary Public, D.C.

Office of the Recorder of Deeds
    DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

      This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and verified copy of a certificate of incorporation, and 
of the whole of such certificate, as received for record on the 7th day of January, 1896, 12:41 p.m. 

(Revenue Stamp.) GEO. F. SCHAYER, 
Dep. Recorder of Deeds. 
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CERTIFICATE OF CHANGE OF CORPORATE NAME No. 16043

Old Name: The National Spiritualist Association of the United States of America.

New Name: National Spiritualist Association 

Know all Men by these Presents: 

Whereas, the duly selected delegates to the 28th annual convention of The National Spiritualist 
Association of the United States of America, duly incorporated under such name under the laws for the 
District of Columbia, called and held at Columbus, Ohio, October 19-23 (inclusive), 1920, voted to amend 
the Constitution of said Association so as to change its name from “The National Spiritualist Association 
of the United States of America” to “National Spiritualist Association.” 

Now Therefore, we, the undersigned, George B. Warne, Joseph P. Whitwell, George W. Kates, 
Cassius. Stevens, Alonzo M. Griffen, Mark A. Barwise, Dell A. Herrick, Illtyd C. I. Evans, and Thomas 
Grimshaw, being the current Board of Trustees of said Association, and all of them, do declare that the 
vote of the delegates was duly and properly taken under the provisions of the Constitution of said 
Association, and that we hereby, collectively and singly, as attested by our signatures below, do approve 
of, ratify and confirm said vote, consenting thereto, and hereby instruct George B. Warne and George W. 
Kates, President and Secretary, respectively, of said Association, to execute such certificate of our 
consent as to said change of name for filing in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds for the District of 
Columbia, as is required by Section 602, Subchapter III, Chapter XVIII of the Code of Law for the District of 
Columbia. 

Witness our hands this twentieth day of November, A.D. 1920. 

(Signed) George B. Warne, 
Joseph P. Whitwell, 
George W. Kates, 

Cassius L. Stevens, 
Alonzo M. Griffen, 
Mark B. Barwise, 

Delvon A. Herrick, 
Illtyd C. I. Evans, 
Thomas Grimshaw.

Pursuant to the order contained in the above certificate of consent, we, the undersigned, George B. 
Warne and George W. Kates, President and Secretary respectively of said Association, do hereby certify that the 
said nine Trustees were duly and properly elected, that they have qualified, and that they constitute the current 
Board of Trustees of Said Association; and we further certify to and guarantee the authenticity of such 
certificate of consent and the genuineness of the signatures of the Trustees thereto subscribed.

Witness our hands and seals these 5th and 18th days of Jany. A.D. 1921

George B. Warne  (Seal) 
President 

George W. Kates (Seal) 
Secretary 

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
County of Cook, ss.:

        I, William P. Keefe, a Notary Public in and for the County of Cook, do hereby certify that George B. 
Warne, party to a certain certificate bearing date of the 20th day of Nov., 1920, and hereto annexed, 
personally appeared before me in the said county, the said George B. Warne being personally well known to 
me as the person who executed the said certificate and acknowledged the same to be his act and deed.
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(Notarial Seal)

Given under my hand and seal this 18th day of Jan., 1921.

(Notarial Seal) George R. Repetti
Notary Public, D.C.

Given under my hand and seal this 5th day of January, 1921.

William P. Keefe, Notary Public, 
County of Cook 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
      I, George R. Repetti, a Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, do hereby certify that George 
W. Kates, party to a certain certificate, bearing date on the 20th day of Nov., 1920, and hereto annexed,
personally appeared before me in the said District, and said George W. Kates being personally well
known to me as the person who executed the said certificate and acknowledged the same to be his act
and deed.

Office of the Recorder of Deeds 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and certified copy of the certificate of the 

CERTIFICATE OF CHANGE OF THE 
NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

to 
NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION 

and the whole of said CERTIFICATE OF CHANGE OF NAME, 
as filed in this Office the 17th day of February, A.D. 1921, and recorded in Liber 36, folio 413, et seq., one 
of the Incorporation Records of the District of Columbia. 

          IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of this Office this 13th 
day of July, A.D. 1944. 

 (Recorder’s Seal) Arthur G. Froe, (Signed) 
Recorder of Deeds, D.C. 

CERTIFICATE OF CHANGE OF CORPORATE NAME

Old Name: National Spiritualist Association 
New Name: National Spiritualist Association of Churches 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THIS PRESENTS, WHEREAS the duly selected delegates to the annual convention of the 
NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, duly incorporated under such name under such laws for the 
District of Columbia, called and held at Tulsa, Oklahoma, October 6th to 11th (inclusive) 1952, voted to 
amend the Constitution of said Association so as to change its name from “National Spiritualist 
Association” to “National Spiritualist Association of Churches”; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, we the undersigned, Charles R. Smith, R. J. Macdonald, Emil C. Reichel, Clyde A. Dibble, 
Victoria Barnes, H. G. Burroughs, Arthur Myers, B. F. Clark and John H. Cuddy, being the current board of 
Trustees of said Association, and all of them, do hereby declare that said vote    of delegates was duly and 
properly taken under the provisions of the Constitution of said Association, and that we hereby, collectively and 
singly, as attested by our signatures below, do approve of ratify and confirm said vote, consenting thereto, and 
hereby instruct Charles R. Smith and Emil C. Reichel, President and Secretary, respectively, of said Association, to 
execute such certificate of our consent as to said change of name for filing in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds 
for the District of Columbia, as is required by Section 604, Title 29, Chapter 6 of the Code of Law for the District 
of Columbia.

WITNESS our hands this 12th day of February, 1953.

(Signed)

(Seal)

Charles R. Smith 
Robert J Macdonald 
Emil C. Reichel 

Clyde A. Dibble 
Victoria Barnes 
H. Gordon Burroughs

Arthur A. Myers 
B. F. Clark
John H. Cuddy 

Pursuant to the order contained in the above certificate of consent, we, the undersigned, Charles R. Smith and 
Emil C. Reichel, President and Secretary respectively of said association, do hereby certify the said nine Trustees 
of said Association; and we further certify to and guarantee the authenticity of such certificate of consent and 
the genuineness of the signatures of the Trustees thereto subscribed. 

WITNESS our hands and seals this 12th day of February, A.D. 1953. 

GIVEN under my hand and seal this 12th day of February, 1953.

Charles R. Smith, President (Seal) 
Emil C. Reichel, Secretary (Seal) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN / 
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE/ SS 

I, Florence L. Dittmar, a Notary Public in and for the County of Milwaukee, do hereby certify that Charles R. 
Smith and Emil C. Reichel, parties to a certain certificate bearing date on the 12th day of February, 1953, and 
hereto annexed, personally appeared before me in said County, the said Charles R. Smith and Emil C. Reichel 
being personally well known to me as the persons who executed the said certificate and acknowledged the same 
to be their act and deed.

(Notarial Seal) Florence L. Dittmar, County of Milwaukee

CERTIFICATE 

       THIS IS TO CERTIFY that there was received and accepted for record in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds 
for the District of Columbia on the 24th day of February, 1953 at 2:09 p.m., a Certificate of Change of Name of 
the National Spiritualist Association. 
       Said name was changed from National Spiritualist Association to National Spiritualist Association of Churches 
and is recorded among the incorporation records of the District of Columbia as Instrument No. 36581. 
       IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the Office of the Recorder of 
Deeds for the District of Columbia to be affixed this the 27th day of April, 1953. 
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 (Seal) Eleanor Dague Williams 
Second Deputy Recorder of Deeds, D.C.

 NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION OF CHURCHES 
STATEMENT OF ELECTION TO 
ACCEPT CHAPTER 10 OF TITLE 
29 – CORPORATIONS OF THE 

CODE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

      This statement of election to accept Chapter 10 of Title 29 – Corporations of the Code of the District of 
Columbia is executed in duplicate by the above named NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION OF CHURCHES, a 
religious corporation organized in the year 1893 under the laws of the District of Columbia relating to Religious 
Societies, by its President and attested by its Secretary, and sets forth: 

1. That the name of this Association is NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION OF
CHURCHES. 

2. That, pursuant to the resolution of the Board of Directors of said religious corporation recommending such
election to accept said Chapter 10 and pursuant to written notice setting forth said proposal to accept said 
chapter duly given to each member entitled to vote at said convention within the time and in the manner 
provided in said Chapter 10, the voting members of said Association duly assembled in its 72nd Annual 
Convention in the City of Indianapolis, Indiana, on the 9th day of October, 1964, by unanimous vote elected to 
accept said Chapter 10 of Title 29 – Corporations of the Code of   the District of Columbia; and that said voting 
members so present in said Convention so voting to accept said chapter constituted more than the required 
quorum and more than two-thirds in number of all the voting members of said Association. 

3. That the purposes which said Association has heretofore pursued and will hereafter pursue are:
        Object 

The object of this Association is to effect a more complete organization of the Spiritualists of the United States of 
America into one general association, by the federation of existent local societies and State Associations, as well 
as by chartering new ones, for the advancement of those purposes, undertakings and enterprises germane to the 
study of the phenomena, the promotion of the science, and the promulgation of the philosophy and religious of 
spiritualism. 

4. That membership in said Association consists of the following:
Membership

     SEC. 1. The constituent units, or membership, of this Association shall consist of its chartered auxiliaries, which 
shall be entitled to representation in its conventions as follows: An auxiliary composed of only individual 
members, one delegate for its charter and one delegate for each fifty members, and one for a major fraction 
thereof, when membership is less than fifty, or exceeds even fifties; an auxiliary composed of only chartered 
societies, one delegate for its charter and one delegate for each charter granted by it to societies in good standing 
in such auxiliary on September 1 next preceding the annual or special convention, and which have not elected to 
be represented under their N.S.A.C. charters; an auxiliary composed of both individual  members  and societies 
chartered by it,  shall be  entitled to one delegate for its charter, and representation for both its individual 
membership and chartered societies on the basis specified above except in such states where there is no state 
chartered auxiliary, direct membership may be granted. 
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     SEC.2. Members of the Board of Directors shall, by virtue of their office, be entitled to all the rights and 
privileges of duly seated delegates at all conventions of this Association. 
     SEC. 3. Members of the Board of Directors shall, by virtue of their office, form a Spiritualist Executive Church 
N.S.A.O.C. wherein direct individual membership can be held. 

5. That the registered office of this Association in the District of Columbia is No. 3720 Ingomar Street,
N.W., in the City of Washington, and that its registered agent at said address is Rev. H. G. Burroughts.

6. That the names and addresses of its officers and directors are:

Rev. R. J. Macdonald, President and Director, P.O. Box 147, Cassadaga, Florida 
Rev. H. G. Burroughs, Vice President and Director, 3720 Ingomar Street, N.W., Washington 15, D.C. Joseph H. 
Merrill, Secretary and Director, 11811 Watertown Plank Road, Milwaukee 13, Wisconsin Rev. Clyde A. Dibble, 
Treasurer and Director, 1260 Drake Avenue, Burlingame, California 
Rev. Arthur Myers, Director, Cassadaga, Florida 
Jeannette Knepprath, Director, 4721 West Washington Boulevard, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Ralph D. Cutlip, Director, 5465 Main Avenue, Ashtabula, Ohio 
Rev. Evelyn Muse, Director, 404 North 8th Street, Edinburg, Texas 
Rev. Ernst Schoenfeld, Director, 3501 Shakespeare Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 

     IN WITNESS WHEREOF, said NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION OF CHURCHES 
has caused this statement to be executed in duplicate by Robert J. Macdonald, its President, and to be attested 
by Joseph H. Merrill, its Secretary and its corporate seal to be hereunto affixed this 22 day of December, 1964. 

(Seal) NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST 
ASSOCIATION OF CHURCHES 
By Robert J. Macdonald (Signed) 
Its President 

Joseph H. Merrill (Signed) 
Its Secretary 

STATE OF FLORIDA) 
VOLUSIA COUNTY) ss: 

     I, Louise A. Roberts, a Notary Public in and for the state and county aforesaid, do hereby certify  that this day 
personally appeared before me Robert J. Macdonald, as President of NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION OF 
CHURCHES, a District of Columbia religious corporation, to me  known to be such officer and the person who 
executed said certificate for and on behalf of said corporation under and by virtue of due authorization of its 
Board of Directors. 
      Given under my hand and seal this 22 day of December, 1964.

Louise A. Roberts (Signed) 
Notary Public, State of Florida 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
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     I, WERNER J. TRIMBORN, a Notary Public, in and for the state and county aforesaid, do hereby certify that 
this day personally appeared before me Joseph H. Merrill, as Secretary of NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION 
OF CHURCHES, a District of Columbia religious corporation, to me known to be such officer and the person who 
executed the above and foregoing certificate, and acknowledged that he executed said certificate for and on 
behalf of said corporation under and by virtue of due authorization by its Board of Directors. 
     Given under my hand and seal this 28th day of December, 1964.

(Notarial Seal) Werner J. Trimborn (Signed) 
Notary Public, Wisconsin 

OFFICE OF RECORDER OF DEEDS, D.C. 
Corporation Division 

Sixth and D Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

CERTIFICATE 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that all provisions of the District of Columbia Non-profit Corporation Act have 
been complied with and ACCORDINGLY this Certificate of Election to Accept is hereby issued to the 
NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION OF CHURCHES as of the date hereinafter mentioned. 

Date - December 3, 1964. 

(Seal Office of 
President of Corporations)

PETER S. RIDLEY, 
Recorder of Deeds, D.C. 

Alfred Goldstein (signed) 
Superintendent of Corporations
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NSAC Code of Ethics 
For Board Members, Ministers, Teachers, Mediums, Healers, Missionaries, Youth Workers, Pas-
tors, and Lay Ministers in the National Spiritualist Association of Churches (NSAC) 

Note: When the word Ministry is capitalized, it denotes an Ordained Minister. Otherwise, the word 
minister or ministry shall be construed to refer to all levels of commission/certification as well as 
lay ministers. Lay ministry shall be defined as including Licentiate Ministers, Boards of Directors 
or Trustees, and all other persons in positions of authority or leadership in the NSAC organization. 

Section I – Premises 
As members of NSAC, we are committed to the Declara-
tion of Principles, traditions, and values of this communi-
ty and to the dignity and work of everyone. We hold our-
selves to the high standards of professional conduct and 
competence. We are accountable for our service and min-
istry, whatever its setting, through the acceptance and 
practice of the principles and procedures of this Code of 
Ethics. 

To uphold our standards as members of NSAC, we agree 
to accept the following premises: 

a. Be responsible for maintaining the standards of
NSAC;

b. Not discriminate against or refuse employment, ed-
ucational opportunity, or professional assistance to
anyone based on race, age, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, or national origin;

c. Continue our growth and active participation in the
religion and business of the Association; and

d. Manage our personal lives in a manner appropriate
to the teachings and understanding of Spiritualism.

Section II – Professional Practices 
As members of the leadership and working ministry of 
NSAC, we agree to accept the following in all profession-
al matters of the ministry: 

a. Remain current of new developments through edu-
cational and community activities;

b. Avoid situations which could lead to a loss of per-
spective and judgment;

c. Provide assistance when requested within our scope
of competence and have a working knowledge of 
our obligation to report child abuse, spousal abuse, 
and exploitation of vulnerable adults, including but 
not limited to abuse, neglect, and abandonment. 
Make these reports to the appropriate agency or in-
dividual in accordance with state and local laws; 

d. Establish and maintain appropriate professional rela-
tionship boundaries;

e. Use our position for the benefit of the people we
serve and not to secure unfair personal advantage;

f. Clearly represent our level of the ministry and limit
our practice to that level;

g. Always discuss fees and financial arrangements at
the onset, in a straight forward and professional
manner;

h. Be prepared to render service to individuals and
communities in crisis without regard to financial
remuneration;

i. Conduct our personal affairs in a manner to not re-
flect poorly on NSAC;

j. Represent facts truthfully;
k. Not engage in maligning peers or other profession-

als.

Section III – Pastoral Relationships/Counseling 
As members of the working ministry of NSAC, we agree 
to adhere to the following professional behavior: 

a. Not abandon or neglect church members;
b. In the event we are unable to provide professional

assistance, make every reasonable effort to arrange
for continuation of service with another profession-
al;

c. Make only realistic statements regarding the pasto-
ral counseling process and its outcome, inclusive of
healing, mediumship, and teachings;

d. Continue counseling relationships only so long as it
is reasonably clear that the parties are benefitting
from the relationship;

e. Do not exploit the trust and dependency of others;
f. Do not engage in dual relationships with others

which could impair our professional judgment or
compromise the integrity of the pastoral agreement;
and

g. Avoid engaging in negative behavior.

Section IV – Confidentiality 
As members of the leadership and working ministry of 
NSAC, we agree to the following principles of confidenti-
ality: 

a. That pastoral ministers retain all notes and records
of pastoral interaction/intervention in a locked safe
place, and dispose of same as appropriate;

b. That pastoral ministers will not release information
to third parties without the expressed written con-
sent of those served or the order of a court of com-
petent jurisdiction;
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c. Maintain parishioners’ confidences except as man-
dated by law;

d. Obtain written permission from all legally account-
able persons who have been present during the
counseling before any disclosure can be made;

e. Obtain informed written consent of individuals be-
fore audio and/or video tape recording or third-party
observation of their sessions; and

f. Obtain informed written consent to use current or
former clients/members in the production of publi-
cations, while teaching or in a public presentation,
unless the identity is thoroughly disguised.

Section V – Inter-Professional Relationships 
As members of the leadership and working ministry of 
NSAC, we agree to the following principles of inter-
professional relationships: 

a. Exercise care and inter-professional courtesy when
approached for services by persons who are or were
in relationship with another professional or non-
professional counselor.

Section VI – Advertising 
As members of the leadership and working ministry of 
NSAC, we agree to the following principles regarding 
advertising, announcements, public statements, and pro-
motional activities: 

a. Refrain from misrepresenting our professional quali-
fications, affiliations, and functions; 

b. Refrain from public statements which contain any
false, misleading, or unfair statements or testimoni-
als;

c. Refrain from misrepresentation of fact by false or
partial disclosure;

d. Refrain from statements intended or likely to create
a false expectation of favorable results;

e. Refrain from statements implying unusual, unique,
or one-of-a-kind abilities;

f. Refrain from statements intended or likely to exploit
a person’s fears, anxieties, or emotions;

g. Provide legitimate, reasonable information to de-
scribe yourself or your service, including name,
highest relevant academic degree earned, date, type
and level of certification or licensure, NSAC mem-
bership level, public contact information, brief re-
view of services offered, and language spoken;

h. All advertisements or announcements for work-
shops, seminars, development classes or similar ser-
vices and endeavors, are to give a statement of pur-
pose and clear description of the experiences to be
provided.

Section VII – Breach of Code of Ethics 
Nothing in this Code of Ethics is to be used for, construed 
to, or otherwise insulate individuals from appropriate Dis-
ciplinary Procedures or Criminal Action where appropri-
ate. 

As members of the leadership and working ministry of 
NSAC, we agree to the following procedures to address a 
potential breach of the Code of Ethics: 

a. When appropriate, a Minister who observes what he
or she perceives as a code violation, may approach
the individual deemed to have committed the breach
and raise the potential breach in a tactful and con-
structive manner, as an informal means of correcting
the behavior;

b. If this does not correct the matter, if the informal
method is not appropriate to the situation, or if the
person alleging the breach is not a Minister, the mat-
ter will be reported to the Church Board, State As-
sociation, or NSAC for action;

c. Where an investigation is required, the matter will
be referred to the NSAC Code of Ethics Review
Committee, who will be bound by all restrictions of
confidentiality normally associated with such activi-
ty;

d. The Code of Ethics Review Committee will make
recommendation to the NSAC Board of Trustees,
who shall have final jurisdiction over all actions
taken; and

e. Recommendations of the Code of Ethics Review
Committee may include, but are not limited to, the
following:
1. dismissal of code violation;
2. letter of reprimand;
3. supervision of the individual;
4. enforced sabbatical, length to be determined by

the NSAC Board of Trustees;
5. further education; and
6. referral to the Disciplinary Procedure according

to the current NSAC Bylaws.

Signature __________________________________________________ 
Approved April 2018 
NSAC Board of Trustees Printed name __________________________________________________ 

Adopted October 2018 Date signed __________________________________________________ 



National Spiritualist Association of Churches 

Style Guide 
Word Definition and Usage 

acronym A word formed from the initial letters of 

other words, e.g., NSAC. 

Annual Convention (or Special Convention) Con- 

vention should be defined as “Annual” since the 

bylaws also provide for “Special” conventions. 

The convention year should follow (not precede) 

the name, to make for easy, efficient filing alpha- 

betization, i.e., Annual Convention 2010.” 

auxiliary Used to define component of the society 

(Church), such as individual churches, camps, state 

associations, and education arms. 

Bylaws When used as title of the complete bylaws 

document (no longer hyphenated). 

bylaws or bylaw When used in general reference 

(no longer hyphenated). 

board member A trustee (includes officers and non- 

officer trustees). See trustee (preferred). 

Church Used by NSAC (with a capital ‘C’) as a col- 

lective noun, to define the overall church organiza- 

tion (churches, camps, state associations, educa- 

tion arms, and other components); used by individ- 

ual churches to define the particular church itself. 

church(es) Used (with a lower-case ‘c’) as a noun to 

define individual church or churches; also may be 

used as adjective. 

component A part or element of a larger whole. 

Declaration of Principles Capitalization as document 

title. 

general office Legacy term. Use headquarters in- 

stead. 

headquarters The place or building serving as the 

managerial and administrative center of an organi- 

zation. 

Healing Prayer Capitalization as document title. 

honorific A title or word implying or expressing high 

status, politeness, or respect. 

Reverend or Rev. See The Reverend (preferred) The 

Reverend The Reverend is the correct way to refer 

to an NSAC Ordained Minister. The word 

Reverend is an adjective and should always be pre- 

ceded by the word The and a person’s full first and 

last name; i.e., The Reverend Katherine Welty. This 

correct form of address applies to both spoken (in- 

troduction) and written use. Incorrect usages are: 

Reverend Kate, Rev. Welty, Reverend Welty. 

Science, Philosophy, and Religion of Spiritualism 

Capitalization as part of an abbreviated definition 

of Spiritualism. 

Society A community of people having shared cus- 

toms, laws, and organization. Used by NSAC with a 

capital ‘S’ to define the overall church organiza- 

tion. See Church (preferred). 

society A community of people having shared cus- 

toms, laws, and organization. Used by NSAC with a 

lower-case ‘s’ to define a church component. See 

church(es) (preferred). 

trustee Member of NSAC governing body, Board of 

Trustees; includes both officers and non-office

Abbreviations / Acronyms 
(NSAC uses and recommends contemporary-style abbreviations, i.e., without periods. Always use NSAC (not 
N.S.A.C.) when referencing the Church organization; it does not need to be preceded by the word the.) 

CH     Commissioned Spiritualist Healer  CM Certified Medium 

LM     Licentiate Minister   MPI Morris Pratt Institute 

NSAC National Spiritualist Association of Churches NST National Spiritualist Teacher (degree) 

OM     Ordained Minister  
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PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  BYLAWS 
(Use reverse and additional sheet if needed; show Article, Section, and Page at top of each sheet.)

BYLAWS  EDITION  DATE DATE  SUBMITTED (mm–dd–yy)

INSTRUCTIONS 
Bylaws Edition Date: use latest version and enter adopted or amended date, found on the cover, last page, or within in the document.
Under Wording below, show complete wording of section for which amendment is proposed. Mark words proposed for removal with a

continuous line through the words, like this. Mark words proposed for insertion with a continuous line under them, like this.
Proposed bylaws amendments must be received no later than sixty days prior to convention or meeting at which to be presented.

PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO 
Article ________ Section _________ Page _____

WORDING (Must be formatted exactly according to instructions above)

RATIONALE  FOR  CHANGE 

SUBMITTED  BY  (signature  followed  by  printed  name) 

ORGANIZATION  NAME  AND  CITY-STATE  LOCATION

BYLAWS  COMMITTEE  OR  BOARD  ACTION

  Recommend passage   Do not recommend passage   No recommendation

RATIONALE  FOR  RECOMMENDATION 

NSAC Form 10, Rev. 1010
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